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Abstract 

Sound absorption coeiEcients have been obtained by the Stationary Wave 
Method of E. T. Paris. The source of Sound was a valve-maintained tuning fork 
oscillator, coupled with a single stage valve amplifier. The output of the source was 
carefully kept constant, and any change in it was at once detected by a Weston 
Galvanometer which W’as fed by direct current from a Copper oxide metal rectifier 
placed in series with the loud speaker. The “battery type” of bridge with a 
compensating microphone was used in finding the resistance changes. The detecting 
instrument in this bridge was a moving coil dead beat mirror galvanometer. The 
resistance changes at minima were observed in terms of the deflexions of the spot of 
light from the balance point ; and a sensitivity much greater than those of previous 
workers, who used a microammeter, was obtained. The difficulty of determining low 
absorption coefficients with accuracy has therefore been overcome. 

Absorption Coefficients at 512 frequency for some commercial absorbing materials' 
have been obtained. Incidently some light has been thrown on the type of joints for 
acoustical purposes. The absorption coefficient of embossed metal plate (used in 
ceilings) painted with Lady Brand light blue paint has been determined, and 
information is gained as to why halls with such ceiling have generally good acoustical 
properties. 
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Introduction 

The work described in this paper is an extension of the work 
already started in our Laboratory about a year ago/ with the object of 
testing the acoustic properties of different materials at normal incidence, 
and to study the conditions which effect changes in these properties. 
In the preliminary report of their investigations they had no control 
over certain factors, vi%.^ stability of frequency and intensity etc., which 
greatly affect the final value of the Absorption Coefficient of materials. 
These factors of uncertainty and consequent errors have been removed and 
controlled. In this present work the stationary wave method^ of Paris 
has been followed. The following is a brief sketch of the theory. 

Theory . — If a source of sound of constant frequency and intensity 
is placed before one end of a long cylindrical pipe, the other end of which 
is closed by a reflector, sound waves travel down the pipe and are reflected 
from the material. If the latter is a perfect reflector, such as a thick 
polished metal plate, there is practically no loss of energy and the 
amplitudes of the incident and reflected waves are the same, and stationary 
waves are formed in the pipe. If, however, the material absorbs part of 
the incident energy, the two amplitudes differ from each other, the 
amplitude of the reflected wave being evidently less than that of the inci- 
dent wave. If it is assumed that the incident and reflected waves are plane 
waves, a condition which can be easily secured by adjusting the position 
of the source of sound before the open end of the pipe, the expression 
for the absorption coefficient can be obtained as was done by Paris. ^ 

Let the axis of the pipe be parallel to the x-axis, and let the plane 
of the specimen be identical with the plane x=^0. 

Further, if the waves are supposed to be travelling in the positive 
direction of the x-axis, the potentials of the incident and reflected waves 
can be written down as 

(p=A cos & ... (l) 

qp' = B cos /c + (2) 

Equation (2) takes into account the loss of energy in reflexion. The 
resultant potential in the pipe is given by 

^=A cos k (Pi^+a:i) + B cos k (pi^+ic+s) (3) 

Putting p and we get 

#=A cos k (Pj^'—ccO + B cos k + 

= (A + B) cos kx' cos k 

+ (A— B) sin W sin /«; p^' ... (4) 
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We see from equation (4), that the motion in the pipe can be regarded as 
being the resultant of two superimposed stationary waves, one having an 
amplitude (A+B), and the other (A— B); the nodes and loops of the 
one being a quarter of a wavelength ahead of the other. We, therefore, 
find a number of positions of minimum and maximum pressure variations 
in the pipe, the latter being proportional to (A—B) and (A+B) 
respectively. The distance between a maxima and a minima is A/4* 

Now the flux of energy in the incident and reflected waves is 
proportional to A^ and B^ respectively; and by definition the coejB&cient 
of absorption (a) is given by 


a = 


A^-B" 

A" 


(5) 


Let the observed ratio of the maximum to the minimum amplitude be 
We have then 

a A4~ B 

h ““ A-B 

. _ A^— B^ _ 4a6 

A" “(a+6}* 


2+?+- 

0 a 


( 6 ) 


This is a very simple and elegant expression, which was first obtained 
by Hawley Taylor ; and the whole problem of determining the absorp- 
tion coefiScients resolves into measuring the quantity ^ as accurately as 


possible. 

Descriptioji of the appm'dlus, — The apparatus used is essentially 
similar in construction and principle to the one used by Paris [loe- cit^* 
It was, however, found necessary to make some modifications in design 
and working in order to make it conform to the theoretical assumptions, 
and the essential conditions of working with the hot wire microphone as 
closely as possible. 

Experimental Pipe and the method of mounting the specimen —The 
experimental pipe consists of a long cylindrical earthenware pipe about 
2 metres in length, and 12'" in internal diameter. As a single pipe of 
this length could not be obtained, three similar glazed drain pipes were 
cemented together with their axes, in a straight line. These pipes were 
supported on solid wooden stands which were padded to absorb any 
ground vibrations. One end of the pipe projects into a big wooden box 
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having a door which can be opened and closed easily. The crevices in the 
box were closed by cardboard so that the movements of the experimenter 
in the room did not aflfect the microphone inside the pipe. A moving 
coil loud speaker was placed inside this box, and its connecting wires 
were passed through narrow holes bored through the walls of the box. 

The material under investigation is mounted as follows : — 

A thick wooden disc of 15" diameter and 1" thick, having a handle 
on one side was first obtained. A brass plate, thick and 15" in diameter 
having holes near its edges, is then tightly screwed to the wooden disc. 
The specimen cut*to the required shape and size is placed over this metal 
plate. Four circular pieces of wood having the same curvature as the 
plate, were placed over the specimen, and by means of long screws the latter 
was tightly fixed to the metal and wooden discs. A rubber washer 
made from an old bicycle tube was put round this whole arrangement, 
which was then inserted in the open end of the pipe remote from the loud 
speaker end. The space between the disc and the pipe was tightly packed 
by cotton waste in order to make it as perfectly air-tight as possible. 

The measuring instrument of sound , — Hot wire microphone. 

The hot wire microphones used were similar in principle and design 
to the “selective microphone’^ described by Tucker and Paris. A 
hollow brass cylinder of about 3 cm. in diameter was put on a concentric 
cylinder so that one could slide'^over the other. The neck of the resona- 
tor was 0‘2 cm. in length, and 0*8 cm. in internal diameter. The grids of 
these hot wire microphones were obtained from H. W. Sullivan, Xtd., 
London, and could carry maximum currents of 42 and 44 milliamperes. 
They were mounted in the necks of the Helmholtz resonators which were 
made in the laboratory workshop. These microphones could be tuned to 
512 frequency by altering the volume of the container. 

One of the two microphones used was carried at one end of a long- 
iron rod, which passed through a hole in the sound chamber. An idea 
of the setting of the apparatus can be gathered from the sketch given 
elsewhere (Fig. l). 

As there is a change of resistance of the microphone when its axis 
is even slightly tilted Tucker and Paris^) from its initial direction, 
the motion of the rod was made as smooth and easy as possible. Moreover, 
a thick, broad, circular wooden piece, having the same curvatures as the 
pipe, was transversely fixed to the rod. When the rod is moved the axis 
of the microphone was not altered in direction, and the unsteadiness due 
to tilting was greatly diminished. During the earlier parts of the work 
great difficulty was experienced in keeping the spot of light steady 
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owing to this cause, and until the motion of the rod was made quite 


M.A 



Fig- i 

M.A. Milliammeter T. Hot wire Microphone 

G. M. C. Dead beat mirror galvanometer M. Compensating microphone 

D, Four dial resistance box B.B. Edison cells 

easy it was impossible to proceed with the work. 

Electrical Connexions. — Ghosh and Mohammad used the usual Post 
Office Box arrangement to measure the change of resistance of the grid 
when the source was switched on and off, and the microphone was placed 
in the required positions. Moreover, they did not use any compensating 
instrument In order to get resistances of multiples of 0‘1 ohm. they 
used a Callender and Griffiths Bridge in series with the balancing arm of 
the P. O. Box. Their heating current of the grid was 37 m.amp. which 
they kept constant during observations. This arrangement was at first 
tried. A moving coil dead beat mirror galvanometer in conjunction 
with a lamp and scale was used as the balancing instrument It was 
found, however, that when the heating current was 37 m.amp. and the 
P.O. Box arrangement used, there was a very great unsteadiness in the 
spot of light, and the balance point shifted in a rather haphazard way. 
The difficulty could partly be ascribed to the heating of the resistances in 
the P.O. Box, and the Callender and Grifl&ths Bridge due to the passage 
of such a heavy current. But, even when thick wire laboratory made 
resistances were substituted for high resistances used in the P.O. Box, the 
unsteadiness of the balance point persisted. This proved a great source 
of trouble which took considerable time to be brought under control. 

The behaviour of the microphone was then studied with increasing 
and decreasing heating currents, and it was eventually found that with 
heating currents of about 26 m. amp. the balance point was pretty steady, 
and showed no eccentricity after the current had been passed through the 
circuit for about three quarters of an hour. These facts can be explained 
as follows ; During the earlier part of the passage of current, the P. O. Box 
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resistances get continuously heated, and their values increase, thus shifting 
the balance point, and virtually exhibiting that the resistance of the grid 
is falling. After sometime the resistances attain their steady value and no 
more fluctuations should arise. After this stage the unsteadiness of the 
balance point, when the heating current was 37 m. amp., is more difficult 
to explain. Probably the effect is due to the production of convection 
currents of air which start from one point of the grid and impinge on 
the other, thus producing variation in resistance of an uncertain amount. 
When the current is decreased, the heating is diminished, and the 
convection currents are also minimised. 

At first no compensating microphone was used in the circuit. But 
even when it was used the slight unsteadiness of the balance point 
persisted. The heating current was of course kept constant at about 
26 m. amp. Edison cells of high ampere-hour capacity (150) were used 
as the source of current, and a series resistance of thick wire was put 
to adjust it. 

This whole arrangement was, therefore, discarded and the “battery 
type” of bridge was used for measuring the change in resistance. The 
electrical connections of the arrangement are shown in figure 1. It is 
similar to the arrangement used by Paris.^ Greater sensitivity and 
steadiness of balance point were certainly obtained when this type of 
bridge was used. The compensating microphone, which was of the same 
type as the one exposed to sound, but was shielded from it in a wooden 
box, made, the balance very steady. 

The grids of the microphones carried a heating current of about 
26 m. amp., and had a hot resistance of about 340 ohms. When exposed 
to sound the fall in resistance at a maxima varied from about 13 ohms, 
to 28 ohms., depending upon the heating current, the output of the 
source, and the specimen. This fall in resistance was measured by 
introducing resistance in the four dial resistance box, made by H. Tinsley 
& Co., London, which could measure from 1000— ‘1 ohm. This bridge 
was initially balanced by the potentiometer arrangement P and a very 
low series resistance R shown in the figure. The rheostat position was 
of course kept fixed after the balance point had been obtained once. 

The Source of Sound , — To obtain a source of sound which could 
maintain a constant output for some length of time at a fixed frequency, 
was a 'Very great source of difficulty. At first a Neumann’s oscillator 
coupled with a single stage valve amplifier, whose output was connected 
to a moving coil loud speaker and copper oxide rectifier, was tried. It 
was found, however, that the frequency of the oscillator could not be 



ABSOEPTIOK COEFFICIENTS OF SOUND 


307 


adjusted to 3 1 2, nor could the latter be kept constant for considerable 
time. This arrangement was, therefore, abandoned. A valve maintained 
tuning fork oscillator, which was made in the laboratory, was substituted 
for the Neumann’s oscillator. Its circuit diagram is given elsewhere 
(Fig. 2). The output from the oscillator was amplified by a single stage 



R. A Small Wire resistance M, Electromagnet 

M.A. Milliammeter ^ Ci & C, Condensers 

W. Pole pieces made of a bundle of wires F. Base wbere tbe tuning fork w'as fixed 
T. Tuning fork K i . Coils wound over wooden reels 

valve amplifier (Fig. 3), as in the former arrangement. Across the output 



C. Condenser Iv.S. M. C, Eoud speaker 

Q. Weston galvanometer S. Copper oxide Metal Rectifier 
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of the amplifier a capacit}^, a loud speaker and a copper oxide rectifier, to 
which a Weston D.C. galvanometer was connected in parallel, were 
placed. The rectifier fed direct current in the galvanometer, whose 
deflexions thus indicated the output of the loud speaker. This arrange- 
ment was very sensitive, and even a slight change in the output could 
be at once observed. A milliammeter in the plate circuit of the oscillator 
valve showed the constancy of the oscillator output. The only factor 
over which I had no control for keeping the output of the source 
constant, was the 220 mains which was used in exciting the electromagnet 
of the moving coil loud speaker. However, by working at suitable 
times when the load on the mains was not excessive, the exciting voltage 
could be kept fairly constant The stability in the construction of the 
oscillator, and the constancy of the voltages of the batteries used in 
supplying the high and low tensions to the oscillator and amplifier kept 
the output of the source constant. 

Method of observation ^ — As has been mentioned before it was our 
purpose to find | as accurately as possible, and the following method 
was employed. 

The microphone was at first tuned to the note given out by the 
loud speaker by altering the volume of the container, and making the 
deflexions at a minima as large as possible. 

The next step was to fix up the position of the loud speaker before 
the open end of the pipe in order to produce stationary waves. With a 

certain position of the loud speak- 
er, the deflexions at various posi- 
tions of the microphone inside the 
pipe were noted; and a graph of 
the relative positions of the micro- 
phone and the deflexions plot- 
ted. The loud speaker was 
shifted backwards and forwards 
till this graph was a smooth curve 
of the type shown in figure 4. 
During both these experiments 
the brass plate reflector was 
placed at the end of the pipe 
opposite to the loud speaker end. 

The deflexion obtained, when the microphone was placed at a minima 
after being properly tuned, was as large as 8 to 1 0 cms. This deflexion 
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corresponds to the resistance change at the minima. A deflexion of this 
order is much greater than that obtained by others^ who have used a 
niicroammeter for guiding the change in resistance at a minima. A 
galvanometer of the type I have used is certainly a more sensitive instru- 
ment than the microammeter, which is, however, much less troublesome to 
work with. The percentage of error in determining a/b is, therefore, 
very much minimised. Moreover, the use of a galvanometer makes the 
apparatus susceptible to the measurement of very small absorption 
coefiicients. 

The specimen under test was mounted in its place as explained in 
the earlier pages, and the bridge was balanced by shifting the pointer R 
(For convenience and ease in working, a number of switches for turning 
the various low and high tension batteries on and off, were fixed up in 
the working table in front of the experimenter). The source of sound 
was turned on, and the microphone moved by the slider till the position 
of minimum deflexion near the specimen was obtained. The resistance 
change, Pi, in terms of the galvanometer deflexion was noted. The 
microphone was then moved, away from the specimen, and the resistance 
change, p 2, at the maxima determined- This was done by slowly intro- 
ducing resistance in the dial resistance box D, and obtaining the balance 
point. This procedure had to be adopted as the deflexion at a maxima 
was so great that the spot of light was completely absent from the scale. 
To determine the exact position of a maxima the rod was slowly moved 
while the resistance introduced in D nearly corresponded to the resis- 
tance change at maxima. When the maximum deflexion on the scale 
was obtained in this state, the balance was obtained and the resistance 
change noted. A few trial experiments very much simplified further 
observations. Besides the use of a variable resistance of 1 megohm in 
series with the galvanometer was a great source of convenience in 
obtaining the balance point at a maxima. Tet these two resistance 
changes be pi and P2 respectively. 

The specimen was now removed, and the perfect reflector, (which was 
simply a brass plate of I" thickness) was mounted in its place. The bridge 
was again balanced, and the position of the node nearest the reflector was ' 
found by sliding the microphone in the pipe. In this position there should 
be no deflexion of the spot if the reflexion is perfect; since, however, it is 
never the case, a deflexion of a few millimeters always occurs, which is 
neglected without appreciable loss in accuracy. The microphone was then 
displaced, first on one side and then on the other of this minimum position 
till a deflexion corresponding to the resistance change Pi was obtained in 
F. 2 



510 


PHYSICS : L. P. VARMA 


each case. Both these positions were noted on the horizontal cathotometer 
scale. Let the distance between them be denoted by 2 Yi. The position of 
the node was also noted on a scale placed horizontally alon^^ the bar. 

The microphone was then displaced, away from the specimen ; but 
before doing so a resistance equal to P2 was introduced in the resistance 
box D, and by slowly decreasing the variable resistance in series with the 
galvanometer a balance point was obtained for a certain position of the 
microphone. This position was noted on the scale. Let the distance 
through which the microphone has been moved from minima to this point 
be called ¥2 - ■ 

Now since in a stationary wave, the pressure amplitude at a point is 
proportional to sin KY, where Y is the distance from the node to the point, 
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and K — — ; tlie pressure amplitudes which produce resistance chan<^^es of 

Pi and P2 must be proportional to sin KYi, and sin KY 2 respectively. 
We have, therefore 

± === the pressure amp li tude at maxima _ sinKY 2 
6 the pressure amplitude at minima ~~ sinKYi 

and a = — -- = 

2 + 9 4 . sin KY 2 _j_s in KYi 

b a “ sin KYi sin KY 2 

The value of K was found by noting: the distance throug:h which the 
microphone had to be shifted from one minima to another, and dividing' % 
by this distance. Knowing" Yr and Y 2 the value of a was calculated. 
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Discussion 

This method of finding the absorption coefficients is indeed a 
very simple, efficient and quick one. The drawback of measuring 
absorption coefficients of materials having a low value, with accuracy, 
has been partly overcome by using a moving coil galvanometer with 
the battery type of bridge and a compensating microphone. This whole 
arrangement is certainly many times more sensitive than those of pre- 
vious workers, as can be seen by comparing the deflexions and corres- 
ponding resistance changes at minima. With a heating current of 
28 m. amp., Paris^ obtained a deflexion of 2*5 divs. of the microammeter 
scale at minima for a material having an absorption coefficient of '26 ; 
while Ghosh and Mohammad^ with a heating current of 37 m. amp., 
obtained a deflexion of 1 7 mm. on a scale for a material having an 
absorption coefficient of '25. In my case, with a heating current of 
about 26 m. amp., a deflexion as large as 80 mm. is obtained, on a scale 
placed a metre away from the galvanometer, for a material having nearly 
the same value of absorption coefficient, namely *27. The use of the 
‘battery type’ of bridge instead of the ordinary P. O. Box arrangement, 
made the conditions of working very steady. 

In the apparatus used by others there was no arrangement for 
keeping the frequency and output of the source constant. These two 
sources of error were eliminated to a great extent in these experiments. 

Although no such elaborate arrangement for minimising the effects 
of the ground vibrations on the microphone inside the pipe, as mentioned 
by Paris, was made, yet by working during the holidays at quiet hours, 
his conditions of working could be approximated to very closely, the 
more so, because the main roads round the laboratory are quite far 
away, and there is never such a heavy traffic as those of trams etc. on 
them. 

In the case of ‘ Treetex’, four pieces were joined together so as to 
form a circle, and there was a space of about 2 mm. at each joint This 
is most probably the reason why its absorption coefficient is so high. 
Incidently it throws some light on the value of joints for acoustical 
purposes. 

The most interesting material investigated was an embossed metal 
plate, obtained by courtesy from Winter Brothers, Calcutta. (These plates 
painted with various colours, are extensively used in the ceilings of halls 
and auditoriums.) This plate was given two thick coatings of Lady 
Brand light blue paint, and dried. The high value of absorption 
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coefBcient, e.g,^ *25 shows why such halls have generally good acoustical 
properties provided other factors are also taken into account. 

Lastly, the fact that almost the same values of absorption coefficients 
are obtained at different times, and with entirely different conditions of 
working with the apparatus, places the accuracy of these values beyond 
doubt. 

In the end I offer my most sincere thanks to Professor M. N. Saha 
for his kind interest and encouragement, and to Dr. R. N. Qhosli for his 
help and guidance throughout the work. 
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In two previous communications^’ ^ it has been shown by the 
author that the distances of the closest approach of atoms of metals 
determine their capacity to react with water. It has been shown there 
that metals whose distances of the closest approach of atoms are above 
3*00A can react with water. In subsequent communications'"^’'^ the 
author has pointed out that in the capacity for the formation of 
amalgams also, the distances of the closest approach of atoms of the 
metals play a prominent role and metals having not less than 2‘Sk as 
their values for their closest approach of atoms can form amalgams with 
mercury, which latter has been shown to have 2'5A as the value of the 
distance of the closest approach of its atoms. The object of the present 
communication is to show that the reactivity of elements with bromine 
also depends upon the distances of the closest approach of atoms of the 
elements concerned and to arrive at a probable value for the closest 
approach of atoms in the case of bromine. Further the value so obtained 
is in accord with that calculated according to the formul aproposed by 
the author {loc, cit.). 

Bromine is known to react directly with a large number of elements. 
The following are the cases recorded in literature. The values* ' for the 
distances of the closest approach of atoms of the elements are given 
within brackets : 

Copper (2'54), Gold (2*88), Potassium (4*50), Zinc (2*67), Mercury^ 
(2*50), Aluminium (2*86), Tin (2*80), Cobolt (2*514), Iron (2*54), Bismuth (3*47), 
Molybdenum (272), Zirconium (3*18), Calcium (3*93), Magnesium (3*22), 

Germanium (2*43), Lead (3*48), Indium (3*24), Cerium (3*64), Sulphur ( ), 

Tellurium ( ), Chromium (2*508), Antimony (3*37), Thorium (3*54), 

* The values for the distances of closest approach of atoms are taken from Bragg and 

X-ray and Crystal SUmctnre^ Fifth Edition, p, 163. 
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Silicon ( 2 - 35 }, Sodium ( 372 ), Tantalum { 2 - 833 ), Beryllium ( ), Rubidium® 

(4 56 ), Caesium- (5 7 ), Lithium ( 3 - 03 ), Cadmium ( 2 ’ 96 ), Phosphorus 

{ — ), Arsenic ( ), Thallium { ), Silver ( 2 - 876 ), Rhodium ( 2 - 70 ), 

Nickel ( 2 - 505 ), Vanadium ( 2 - 64 ), Titanium ( 2 - 96 ), Selenium ( ) 

Strontium ( — ). ’ 

It will be evident from the above table, that in the case of elements 
which directly unite with bromine, the distances of the closest approach 
of their atoms seem to be greater than an approximate figure 2 A. 
It has been shown previously (loe. cit.) that mercury has 2 5 A as its 
distance of the closest approach of its atoms as those metals which have 
atomic approach values greater than 2 5 A can only react with mercury 
to form amalgams. Arguing in the same manner we are led to the 
conclusion that the closest atomic approach value of bromine should in 
all probability approximate to 2 A, as the elements having closest atomic 
approach values greater than the approximate value 2 A can react with 
it directly and any element having atomic approach value lower than 
this approximate figure, for instance, carbon having atomic approach 
value 1 54 A or 1 50 A, has not been found to react with it. 

This is further corroborated by the fact that the value for the 
distance of the closest approach of atoms of bromine as calculated from 


the author’s^ formula D— ^ (approximating to 2 A) 

which is intermediate between that of silicon, 2’35 with which it reacfe'^ 
directly and that of carbon, 1*54 or 1*50 with which it does not reac^ ^ 
Much like the rule of the reactivity of metals with water, ||i 
and that of the formation of the amalgams with mercury 
may hence be laid down in the capacity of elements^ to^reap^' 
with bromine that elements with the distances of tli^los^^ # 
of their atoms above 1*73 A can only react 
seem probable that strontium, phosphorus 
in the table, which are known to react dire 
for the closest atomic approach values of 
values for their closest approach of ato|^ 

It may be noted also that 
rule, vix.^ platinum, osmium, ,dridiu^^» ^**'*it. 
according to the above rule sh 
distinctive evidences 


formation. 




^^orporated 
ie, but data 
wanting, have 
than 1*73 A. 
exceptions to this 
:tim and palladium which 
fly form bromide but no 
recorded on their direct 
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Calculation of the value for the closest approach of 
ATOMS OF Bromine. 

The author proposed a formula {loc- eit.) for the calculation of the 
distances of the closest approach of atoms of elements according to which 


Vixd^/^ 

where D is the distance of the closest approach of atoms, P the parachor, 
Vi the ionisation potential, d the atomic diameter of the element in 
question and a constant having the value 1*58, and v is the valency. 

For Bromine, 

Parachor = 68‘0 (Sugden’s Parachor & Valency^ p. 181) 

Ionisation potential = 10’0 (Hughes & Dixon, Phys. Rev. {2\ \0^ 
495, 1917) 

Atomic Diameter = 2‘38 (Bragg, PAiZ. Mag. (6) 40, 169, 1920) 
Valency = 1 

It will be seen on calculation with the help of the formula, the 
distance D of the closest approach of atoms of bromine is 1*73 A which 
is intermediate between the value of carbon on the one hand and the 
silicon on the other. 

We are therefore led to the conclusions : 

(1) Bromine has its closest atomic approach value 1*73 A. 

(2) Elements having their values for the distances of the closest 
approach of atoms above 173 A are only capable of reacting 
with bromine. 

Further elucidation of the problem will be taken up later. 

' My thanks are due to Prof. P. Neogi and Prof. A. Maitra for their 
kind interest in the work. 
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The subject of photoreaction of organic compounds is one which 
has attracted the attention of chemists for a long time. A classical case 
in this respect is perhaps that of chloroform which was shown by Victor 
Meyer to undergo decomposition in presence of moisture, air and sunlight 
into carbonyl chloride and hydrochloric acid. The coloration of phenol 
in presence of air and light was noticed by Gibbs, ^ and De Vres^ found 
that aqueous solutions of oxalic, malic and tartaric acids underwent 
complete decomposition in sunlight if access of air was allowed. Photo- 
oxidation of polyhydric alcohols has been carried out by De Coninck'^ 
and Berthelot,'^ that of p-phenylenediamine by Baudrowski,^ of benzalde- 
hyde-phenylhydrazone by Chattaway,^ of organic dyestuffs of every 
description by Barat and Dutt."^ Photo-reduction of ketones to pinacols 
was studied by Boeseken and Coebn® and conversion of benzophei^^ 
into benzpinacone by Gimco.^ Photo-polymerisation of p-vinyla^^^ 
was noticed by Toepfer/ ° and of cinnamic acid and unsatimg^^^^ 
pounds, in general by Ciamician and Silber.^^ In the 
isomerisation of coumarinic acids and their este^^^^R 
Perkin,^ ^ of substituted ethylenes by Stoermer^.^p M>sub- 

stituted acrylic acids by Rice.^'^ From the workj^^^^^Pe'tothe^ who 
are only a few out of the large number that field, it 

is quite evident that sunlight in brings about 

most profound decompositions of nature of which 

is very often obscure. Sunligh^^^^^^^^^^^fly be regarded as one 
of the most powerful agents ii ^it the decomposition of 

organic compounds and ^|pE^^^^|l^P&gation was undertaken in 
order to illucidate them^^^^^^^^^^dme of the decompositions from 
a scientific flowing types of compounds were 

selected for ^^mination : aromatic amines, mono-and 

poly-hydri^^^tUO^^^^i|ih|es, aminophenols and their derivatives, 
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amino-acids, aldehydes, dyestuffs, aliphatic hydroxy acids, unsaturated 
acids, heterocyclic compounds,' aromatic oximes, phenylhydrazine and 
sulpho-carbamide. The details of the procedure adpoted as well as the 
results obtained are given in the experimental portion of the paper. 

Experimental 

The substances used in connection with the experiments described 
in this paper were submitted to an exhaustive process of purification, 
until they were obtained in a state of almost ideal purity. For this 
purpose repeated distillations under ordinary and diminished pressures, 
fractional crystallisations from various solvents, sublimations and distilla- 
tions in steam were resorted to. The pure substances thus obtained 
were immediately utilised in experiments on 'photoreaction without 
storage. For this purpose perfectly clear Jena glass conical flasks of 
about one litre capacity were filled almost to the neck with solutions of 
the above-mentioned purified substances in either water, dilute hydro- 
chloric acid, dilute caustic soda or alcohol and after covering the mouths 
of the flasks with pieces of glazed paper tied loosely so as to allow free 
access of air, the flasks were fixed in position on a specially erected 
platform on the high roof of the laboratory where they could get direct 
sunshine from morning till evening. In this position the flasks were 
not disturbed save for occasional replenishment of solvent evaporated. 
They were only removed for examination when profound changes as 
shown by the formation of large quantities of precipitates, formation of 
‘intense colorations, copious evolutions of gases etc. had taken place, 
^ni^trength of the solution employed in most of the cases was 2 per cent. 

Aniline 

A 2% sofition of this substance in N/5 hydrochloric acid was per- 
fectly colourless beginning, but in course of only one day the colour 
changed to pinkish E^own and in two days’ time yellow precipitates began 
to come down. In coulrl^of seven days the colour of the solution had 
changed to deep pink and^^e quantity of the precipitate went on increas- 
ing. At the end of the 26th daT colour of the solution was crimson 
and on the 42nd day it had changei^ to vermilion red, the quantity of the 
precipitate increasing all the time. -The precipitates were filtered off 
from time to time. At the end of the 1 35'fe day no further precipitation 
was observed and the experiment was discon^nued. 

The precipitate which had a brownish y^ow colour was crystal- 
lised from alcohol and finally sublimed in glist^^vjng yellow needles 
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melting at 170 . It gave an intense violet coloration with concentrated 
sulphuric acid and had all the properties of phenazine. It was definitely 
identified to be phenazine by a direct comparison with the knovrn sub- 
stance. The substance must have been formed from aniline in accordance 
with the following scheme : 



The following aromatic amines were then exposed to sunlight in a 
manner similar to aniline : OrthO'^ meta- and j^ara-toluidine, 1:3:4- 
xylidene, dimethylaniline, alpha- and iete-naphthylamine, benzidine, 
or/Ao-nitraniline and nitroso-diraethylaniline. The results are given 
below: — 

Ortho-tohddme—gSL\'el:5-dimethyphenazine and after 120 days no 
further precipitation occurred. Violet-black microscopic crystals sublim- 
ing to golden yellow needles melting at 160°. (Found N = 12‘9%). 

Meta-toluidine- gave 2 : 6-dimethy phenazine, and precipitation ceased 
after 71 days. Violet crystals subliming to glistening orange-yellow needles 
melting at 156°. Like the compounds mentioned above, it also gave 
intense violet colour with concentrated sulphuric acid, (Found N = 13'2%). 

Para-tohddine— gB.vt complete precipitation after 123 days’ expos^^c. 
The dark brown precipitate sublimes in golden yellow needles which 
decompose without melting on heating. It gave an intense brown-violet 
colour with concentrated sulphuric acid and was in aU probability 
3 : 7-dimethij phenazine although this could not be confir^ied for want of 
authoritative data. (Found N=13*7; C 14 H 12 N 2 requ^^res N=13 4%). 

Dimethylaniline — did not show any perceptYble change even after 
exposure for 141 days and is indeed one of tb'c most stable of organic 
substances that have yet been examined, 

1 : 3:4-X2jlidene- gave only Si trac^'of a precipitate after 121 days’ 
exposure and is also a very staj^^ic substance. The quantity of the 
precipitate was too insufficient f^fchemical examination. 

Alpha-naphthylamine—^ve large quantities of precipitate and after 
107 days’ exposure the pr^ipitation was almost complete. Dark brown 
powder subliming o^axeful heating to reddish brown glistening needles 
which decompos^'when heated in a sealed tube without melting. The 
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substance is undoubtedly a^-dinaphthaxine formed in accordance with the 
following; scheme : 



-)-3H20 


(Found N=9'8 %) 

Beta-naphthylamine—gave a dark brown precipitate and after 110 
days, the precipitation was almost complete. Dark brown crystalline 
powder subliming in glistening orange-brown needles on careful heating. 
M.P. 240 . The substance is undoubtedly pp -dinaphihaxine formed simi- 
larly to the above. (Found N=9'6; CjoHioNj requires N=10'0%) 

Benxidine— gave a dark coloured precipitate which practically ceased 
to form after 94 days’ exposure. The substance sublimed on careful 
heating in chocolate-brown glistening needles which did not melt up to 
300 . It gave an indigo blue coloration with concentrated sulphuric acid 
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yellowish brown (6 days) and lastly a brown precipitate beg^an to 
collect (13 days). This was removed after 64 days’ exposure. It crystal- 
lises from alcohol in dark brown needles which shrink at 160“ but does not 
melt up to 300“. It dissolves in concentrated sulphuric acid with a dark 
brown colour and does not give any colour reaction with ferric chloride. 
It is also insoluble in dilute caustic alkalies. The substance could not be 
identified. 

Quinol — gave a small quantity of a black precipitate after 121 days’ 
exposure which had properties somewhat similar to the above. This also 
could not be identified. On distillation with zinc dust an odour of 
diphenyl was noticeable. 

Resoreinol^ Catechol and Pyrogallol — remained practically unchanged 
even after exposure for 156 days, and are undoubtedly some of the stablest 
of organic substances. 

a-naphthol — in caustic soda solution gave a black precipitate which 
was collected after 78 days’ exposure. This does not melt or sublime and 
is insoluble in all organic solvents as well as in caustic soda. In concen- 
trated sulphuric acid it dissolves partly with a violet-black colour. It 
could not be identified. 

^-naphthol in caustic soda solution gave a precipitate with properties 
similar to the above after 80 days. It also could not be identified. 

Aromatic diamines 

0-phenylenediamine—in one per cent solution in dilute hydrochloric 
acid began to deposit glistening violet crystals after only 2 days’ exposure, 
and the solution became dark red in colour. The precipitation was 
complete after 1 25 days. On careful examination the precipitate was 
found to be identical with the hydrochloride of 2 : B-diaminophenaxine 
already prepared and described by Salkowski Otto Fischer and 
Wiesinger by different methods. 

M-'phmylmediamine — in aqueous solution gave a black precipitate 
which was collected after 28 days exposure. Tt crystallised from alcohol 
and also sublimed on careful heating in violet glistening needles melting 
at 128°, and was found to be identical with 2 : 6-diamino phenaxme. (Found 
N = 27‘1%). 

P-phmylenediamine— -in dilute hydrochloric acid solution began to 
deposit a black substance after 5 days’ exposure and the precipitate went 
on increasing till the 1 06th day, after which it practically stopped. The 
substance is practically insoluble in all organic solvents except alcohol 
in which it is slightly soluble, and crystallises from this solvent in 
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microscopic black needles melting- at 130°. It seems to be S : 6-diamino- 
phe7iazine but this could not be confirmed for want of data. (Found 
N =26’8 ; Cl 2H10N4 requires N = 26'6%). 

Dimethyl-p-phenylenediamine — in dilute hydrochloric acid became of 
an intense violet colour after an exposure for 120 days, but hardly any 
precipitation occurred. The solution on investigation was found to contain 
a dyestuff of the azine series but it could not be definitely identified. 

l:8~naphthalenediamine — in dilute hydrochloric acid began to deposit 
a dark brown crystalline substance in course of only two days’ exposure 
and the deposit went on increasing till the 87th day when it was collected 
in sufficient amount. The substance crystallises from dilute alcohol in 
dark brown prisms and also sublimes on careful heating in chocolate 
coloured glistening needles which do not melt up to 300°. It dissolved in 
concentrated sulphuric acid with a violet colour, but was insoluble in 
dilute acids. Its properties point to its being in all probability peri- 
dinaphthalene-axotide^ formed in accordance with the following scheme: 
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62 days. The substance is practically insoluble in all org'anic solvents 
and therefore could not be crystallised from any one of them. It however 
sublimed on careful heating in small quantities as an orange-brown 
acicular needle like aggregates which did not melt up to 300“. The sub- 
stance could not be identified. 

P-aminophenol—in aqueous solution began to give a black pre- 
cipitate after 6 days’ exposure and the precipitate was collected after 70 
days. The substance is easily soluble in alcohol and most of the organic 
solvents with an intense violet colour and from the alcoholic solution 
it is obtained in shining violet needles which do not melt up to 300". 
It dissolves in concentrated sulphuric acid with an indigo blue colour 
and the same colour is also obtained with strong hydrochloric and glacial 
acetic acids. The reactions as well as the analysis of the substance point 
to the conclusion that it must be pp-^dikydroxy-dianiUno-indophenol 
formed in accordance with the following scheme: 


X/ 


HO 

H 



xNHo 


NH9 h^n 


OH 


H HO 


HO 





NHo 





(Found N = ir4; C 24 H 19 N 3 O 2 requires N = 1 0 ’* 

Dim ethyUm-nmi do phenol — gave only a trace of 
posure for 1 25 days and is undoubtedly a very st 
since it was recovered practically completely un 

Dimethyl-p-amidophenol — behaved exac; 
mentioned compound. 

0-cmisidine — in dilute hydroc 
4 days’ exposure and in about 
the bottom. This went on 
collected. The substance 
orange-brown needles 


,$lit>st-a'nce 

at period. 

, ta^the above- 




ecaine dark red after 
^cif)itate began to collect at 
'tfie 78th day when it was 
■alcohol and also sublimed in 
: melt up to 300". It dissolves in 


■ not 

concentrated sulphm^^'^^^^drochloric acids with an intense indigo-blue 
colour and fronij^ tfir' substance is reprecipitated unchanged 
on dilutioiL^^TI’^e^^^staBCe has been identified to be h5-dimeihoxy 

\ Ci 4 Hj 2 N 202 requires N = 1 1 ’ 6 %). 
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P-anisidme—m hydrochloric acid solution behaved in a similar manner 
to the above compound and the product which sublimed in orange-brown 
needles and gave indigo-blue colour with concentrated sulphuric acid 
was identified to be 3:7-dimethoxy-pkenaxme. (Found N = n'4%). 

0-phenitidine — behaved similarly and gave l:5-diethoxy-p}iena%ine. 

P-^pheniiidine — also behaved similarly and gave 3:7-diei}ioxy- 
phenazine. 

2:4-diamido phenol — in aqueous solution began to give a black 
precipitate in course of 7 days and the precipitate was collected after 
63 days. The substance crystallises from alcohol in shining black 
needles which do not melt up to 300'’ and is very slightly soluble in most 
of the organic solvents. It gives a violet colour with concentrated sul- 
phuric acid and crimson colour with acetic acid. The substance appears 
to be a derivative of phenazine but it could not be identified for want of 
confirmatory data. 


Aromatic amino-acids 

Anthranilic acid — in dilute hydrochloric acid solution became orange- 
red after 6 days’ exposure and in ten days’ time a dark coloured precipitate 
began to collect at the bottom. This was removed after 1 20 days’ exposure 
and had the following properties : It crystallised from alcohol in yellow 
needles melting above 300°. It dissolved in sodium bicarbonate solution 
with effervescence and gave an orange-red colour with concentrated 
sulphuric acid. It was identified to be phenaxine-1 : 5-dicarhoxylic acid. 
(Found N = 9‘9; C 14 H 8 O 4 N 2 requires N = 10‘4 %). 

P-aminobenxoic acid — in dilute caustic soda solution became crimson- 
red after exposure for seven days, but the colour gradually faded and 
became light brown after two months. A colourless shining crystalline 
precipitate began to deposit after 10 days and this was collected after 85 
days. On examination this was found to be the dAsodinm salt of 
pp -a%obenxene‘d% carboxylic acid. The free acid melted above 300° C and 
the diethylester at 1 14\ 

M-aminobenxoic acid — in dilute caustic soda solution was practically 
unchanged after exposure for 1 25 days and is indeed a very stable substance. 

Aromatic aldehydes 

Vanillin in dilute caustic soda solution was practically unchanged 
after an exposure of three months. 

Beta-resorcylaldehyde— in dilute caustic soda vsolution behaved 
similarly to the above. 
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P-dimethyaminobmxaldehyde — in aqueous solution was unclianged 
even after three months. 

P-aminohenzaldehyde hydrochloride — in aqueous solution began to 
give a yellow precipitate after 10 days’ exposure and the precipitate was 
collected after 1 23 days. The substance crystallised from dilute alcohol 
in brown-yellow needles melting at 239"’ and was identified to be 
VV ^dialdehydo-azohmxme. 

Miscellaneous compounds 

Eosin—m 1% aqueous solution took nearly 75 days for complete 
decolorisation. A shining crystalline deposit which was formed on 
recrystallisation from water melted at 218° and was found to be identical 
with 2:4-dihromo-l: henxoylbenxoic acid. The mother liquor contained good 
amounts of hydrobromic acid and gave a precipitate of silver bromide on 
treatment with silver nitrate in dilute nitric acid. 

Erythrosin— in 1 % aqueous solution took nearly 1 20 days for complete 
decolorisation. A shining crystalline deposit which was formed did not 
melt without decomposition and was probably 2:4-diiodo-l : bmzoylbmzoic 
acid by analogy, but this could not be confirmed for want of data. 
In the mother liquor good amounts of free hydriodic acid were also 
found. 

P-aminoacetophenone-^in dilute hydrochloric acid turned reddish 
brown in course of only one day and in a week’s time an orange-brown 
precipitate began to deposit. This was collected after 75 days. It 
crystallises from alcohol in yellow-brown needles melting at 180^, reduces 
ammoniacal silver nitrate and gives an orange-brown colour with 
concentrated sulphuric acid. It could not be identified. 

Gallacetophenone — in dilute caustic soda solution was altogether 
unaffected even after exposure for 90 days. A very stable substance. 

Phenylhydrazine — in aqueous solution become yellow and turbid in 
course of only one day’s exposure and brisk evolution of gas (nitrogen) 
took place. In seven days’ time a yellow-brown deposit was formed and 
this was collected after 56 days. The substance crystallises from alcohol 
in brownish yellow needles melting at 128“ and contains nitrogen. It does 
not reduce Fehling’s solution and is insoluble in dilute acids, alkalies 
and does not get diazotised or in any way aj0Fected by nitrous acid. It 
dissolves in strong sulphuric acid with a brown colour. The substance 
which apparently is a heterocyclic compound could not be identified. 

2~amidothiazole — in dilute hydrochloric acid gave only a trace of a 
precipitate after exposure for three months which gave colour reactions 
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of phenazine derivatives. The quantity was too insufficient for further 
examination. 

Sulpho-carbamicle — in aqueous solution became turbid after one 
day’s exposure and a pecipitate began to deposit fairly freely in course 
of a week. After exposure for 46 days the precipitate was collected and 
crystallised from carbon disulphide in fine yellow rhombic prisms 
melting at 225“. It was identified to be pure sulphuj^ The mother 
liquor was found to contain carbamide. 

Ben%il-a-dioxime—m dilute caustic soda solution in course of only 
ten days began to deposit colourless feathery crystals in large quantities 
and these were collected after 35 days. The substance was recrystallised 
from alcohol and melted at 94°. On examination the substance was 
found to be identical with 8 : 4-diphenyl-furaxan^ formed in accordance 
with the following scheme : 


C,H5 C=N0H 

! 

C.Hs C = NOH 


C,H5 Cj-N\ 
C.Hs C-N/ 


0 + 


H2O 


Geometrical inversion 

Maleic acid — in 1 % aqueous solution after exposure for 50 days was 
found to be completely converted into fumaric acid. No other product 
could be detected. 

Cinnamic acid— in the form of its neutral sodium salt in 1 % aqueous 
solution after 50 days’ exposure was found to be converted partially 
{17'2%) into allo-cinnamic acid which was separated from the excess of 
cinnamic acid by fractional crystallisation from water. The substance 
melted at 67*5°. 

ItaconiCy citraconic and tiglic acirfe— in aqueous solution remained 
unchanged even after 75 days’ exposure, no geometrical inversion being 
noticeable in these cases. 

Oleic and brassidic acids — in the form of sodium salts in aqueous 
solution became somewhat turbid after exposure for 50 days but no 
chemical change could be observed on examining the solutions, 

Erucic acid— in dilute alcohol began to deposit a colourless pre- 
cipitate in course of only 5 days and this went on increasing till the 
38th day when it was collected. The substance crystallises from alcohol 
in colourless prisms melting at 118° and was found to be identical with 
dihydroxyerucic add. 
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PHOTOREACTION IN TROPICAL SUNLIGHT 

Aliphatic hydroxy acids 

Malic aeid—m one per cent aqueous solution was found to develop 
spores after only two days’ exposure. The solution was therefore 
sterilised by boiling and the mouth of the flask covered with sterile 
cotton. After exposure for 123 days the solution was distilled and the 
strongly acid distillate on repeated extraction with ether and subsequent 
evaporation of the solvent gave a thick pale yellow liquid which gave 
all the reactions of pyruvic acid It reduced Fehling’s solution and 
ammoniacal silver nitrate, gave a yellow precipitate with phenylhydrazine 
and an insoluble lead salt. Pure pyruvic acid was obtained by decom- 
posing the latter compound. 

Citric acid — m aqueous solution after sterilisation underwent no 
change even after exposure for four months. 

Tartaric add— ‘in aqueous solution was exposed for four months and 
then the solution was distilled. The neutral distillate on extraction with 
ether gave a minute quantity of a crystalline solid with strong aldehydic 
or ketonic properties. The quantity was however too insufficient for 
chemical examination. From the residue practically the wffiole of the 
tartaric acid was recovered unchanged. 
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SOME ASPECTS OF NITROGEN FIXATION IN SOIL 
By N. R. Dhar and S. K. Mukerji 
Chemistry Department, Aeeahabad University 
Received April 10, 1935. 

In a previous paper ^ it was shown that the ammonia content of 
soils is appreciably increased when energy-rich compounds like sugar, 
molasses, etc. are added to the soil, which has been properly aerated after 
the addition of sugars or molasses. Further work in this line is 
necessary as authorities in agriculture are still doubtful whether 
nitrogen fixation is possible in soil by the addition of energy-rich 
compounds. This is evident from the following lines*^ 

In view of the fact that the energy added to the soil is not directly 
available to the nitrogen fixing bacteria, and that small amounts of avail- 
able nitrogen is always present in the soil, and the error in the laboratory 
determination of total nitrogen by Kjeldahl method is greater than the 
possible amount of nitrogen fixed by nonsymbiotic bacteria, we are still 
unable to decide the question definitely. Until our methods are more 
accurate, the question cannot be answered in a positive way. It has been 
stated, that the apparent gain of nitrogen in the soil is often due to 
drifting dust and plant residues or to soil variability.” Exactly similar 
views have also been expressed by Russell.'"^ 

Moreover, uptil now it has been universally accepted that the 
nonsymbiotic nitrogen fixation in the soil is entirely a bacterial process, 
caused by the activity of azotobacter, Clostridium etc. Our results, 
however, show definitely that even in the complete absence of bacteria 
under sterilized conditions, the oxidation of sugars by air leads to the 
formation of ammonia specially in presence of sunlight. 

The experimental results recorded in the following tables, can be 
divided into four sets. 

In the first set the soil has been mixed with different amounts of 
cane sugar or molasses and exposed to sunlight and air in enamelled 
dishes covered with ordinary glass plates. For the experiments in the 
dark the outer surface of the glass plates is covered with a thick coating 
of Japan-black enamel. 


330 



SOME ASPECTS OP NITEOGEN PIXATIOK IX SOIL 


331 


In the second set of experiments, known weights of molasses have 
been added to a definite area of soil, which has been carefully aerated by 
frequent turning over. 

In the third set, weighed amounts of soil have been mixed with 
definite weights of molasses and made into heaps and exposed to air and 
light For better aeration the heaps were frequently stirred. From time 
to time the total, ammoniacal and nitric nitrogen in 50 g. of the soil 
were estimated from all these sets. The results obtained have been 
expressed in grams per 100 g, of the soil. 

In the fourth set of experiments, carefully sterilised soil (sterilisation 
efiected in an autoclave under 20 lb. pressure for 2l hours) has been 
mixed with sterilised cane sugar and exposed to sunlight in quartz flasks 
and tubes with plugs of sterilised cotton wool for definite periods and the 
whole of the soil analysed for its ammoniacal, nitric and total nitrogen 
content after the necessary exposure. 

Method of AnalYvSis 

For estimating the ammoniacal nitrogen present in the soil, 50 g. 
of the soil, which were dried in a steam oven, were treated with 5 g. of 
pure KCl and 5 g. of pure magnesium oxide and about 50 c.c. of water and 
distilled for six hours on a water bath, and at the same time a current of 
air purified by passing through a solution of ferrous sulphate, was aspi- 
rated. The ammonia was absorbed in two flasks containing standard 
solutions of sulphuric acid. 

For the estimation of nitric nitrogen the soil, from which ammonia 
has been removed by the previous procedure, was treated with 1 g. of 
Devarda’s alloy free from ammonia and nitrate and 25c.c. of 1% sodium 
hydroxide and left overnight for the reduction of nitrite and nitrate to 
ammonia. When the reduction was complete, the ammonia set free was 
estimated as in the first stage. 

The total nitrogen was estimated according to the method of 
Robinson, McLean and Williams^ by heating 5 g. of well dried and 
powdered soil with 20 c.c, concentrated sulphuric acid, 5 g. fused potassium 
sulphate and a few crystals of copper sulphate for four hours. The 
ammonium sulphate thus formed was estimated as before. 

The sum of the ammoniacal and nitric nitrogen is known as total 
available nitrogen and the nitrogen obtained, according to the modified 
Kjeldahl method is the total combined nitrogen. 

In all these experiments, the laboratory garden soil from the same 
locality was used. 



Exposure for 147 hours sj)read over 28 days. Exposure for 78 hours spread 

over 13 days. 
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The followino- results have been obtained : — 

A. Experiments 7.cith cane sugar and soil in dishes 


The cane sugar used in the experiments did not contain any combined nitrogen. 



Ammonia- 
cal nitro- 
gen. 

Nitric 

nitrogen 

Total 

available 

nitrogen 

Ammonia- 
cal nitro- 
gen 

Nitric 
f nitrogen 

Total 

available 

nitrogen 


Unsterilised Sterilised 


250 g. soil alone 

0-00192% 

0*002% 

0*00392% 

0-00224% 

0-0024% 

0-00464% 

20 g. sugar and 
250 g. soil 

0*00437 

0-002 

000637 

0-00268 

0-00224 

0-00492 

20 g. sugar 
and 10 g. 
Na2HP04 
and 250 g. 
soil. 

000267 

00038 

0-00656 

000224 

0-00224 

0-00448 

20 g. sugar, 10 
g.Na2HP04 
5 c.c. 1 % 
FeCls and 
250 g. soil. 

000384 

0-00218 

0 00602 

0-00268 

000224 

0-00492 

250 g. soil 
alone. 

0-00168 

0 00234 

6-00402 

000238 

000254 

0-00492 

20 g. sugar 
and 250 g. 
soil. 

0*01444 

00C25 

001694 

0*0094 

0*00254 

0-01194 

20 g. sugar, 10 
g.Na2HP04 
and 250 g. 
soil. 

001G2 

0-0024 

001684 

0-00838 

0*00242 

0-0108 

20 g. sugar, 10 
g.Na2HP04 
hc.c. 1 % 

FeCla and 
250 g. soil. 

0*00886 

0-0024 

001126 

0*0142 

0*0024 

0-0166 

Ditto in the 
dark. 

0*007 

0-00258 

000958 

0*00264 

0*0025 

0-00514 

250 g. soil 
alone indark. 

0*00165 

0-00246 

000411 

0*0025 

0*00256 1 

000506 
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I 

xlmmonia- 

cai 

nitrogen. 

1 

1 

1 Nitric 
! nitrogen. 

1 Total 
! available 
1 nitrogen. 

Ammon ia- 
I cal 
nitrogen. 

1 

Nitric 

nitrogen. 

TO'tal 

available 

nitrogen. 

4 


Unsteeiltsed. 

Stepjlised. 



250. g. soil 
alone. 

: 0-00169% 

1 0 - 00222 % 

! 

1 0-00392% 

: 0*00206% 

000242% 

I 0-00448;,: 

00 

zc 

20 g. sugar 
and 250 g. 

i 0 01296 

i 0 00264 

0-01.56 

■ 0-00792 

0*0025 

; 0-01042 

o 

soil. 






i 

3 

i 






p 

o ^ 

X 

20 g. sugar 
and 10 g. 

i 0*01224 

000264 

: 0-01488 

i 0 00626 

0-00321 

1 0-00947 

T* 

S-I 

NajHPO^ 




1 



O 

CO 

<M 

and 250 g. 
Boil. 


1 


j 


1 

O 

«+-< 

CD 

20 g. sugar, 10 
g.NajHPO, 

0-01224 

000264 

0-01488 

O‘0OC26 

0 00322 

i 

000948 

in 

O 

5e.c. 1 % 

1 


! 




CU 

f'eOls and 

! 

1 


i 




250 g. soil. 

1 


I 





Ditto in the 
dark. 

1 0*0064 

' 0-00258 

1 0*00898 

1 

0*00246 

0-00258 

0-00504 

M 

00 

CD 

250 g. soil 
alone in dark. 

0*00172 

0-00226 

0-00398 

0*0025 

0*00224 

0-00474 

o 

250 g. soil 
alone. 

0-00172 

0-0024 

0*00412 

0'001S5 I 

- 

0-00254 

0-00439 

p 

250g. soil and 

000642 

0*00584 

001220 

0-00244 ’ 

0-0025 

0-00494 

2 ( 
1 
o 

20 g. sugar. | 




i 



20 g. sugar, 
10 g. Nag 1 

0-00604 

000474 

0-01078 

0*00284 

0*1X)24G 1 

0-0053 

oa 

HPO 4 and i 



I 

j 



cS 

250 g. soil 


i 

1 


1 


CD 

X 

20 g. sugar, 
10 g. Nag 

0-00582 

j 

0-0057S i 

0*0116 

0*00244 

0*00224 i 

0-00468 

O 

o 

HP()4, 5c.c. 
1% FeClg 







and 250 g. 
soil. 




; 




-* / 

20g. sugar, lOg. 

0*0082 

0-00558 

0*0187 1 

0*00246 i 

0-OO258 

0-00504 

45 1 

Nag HPO 4 , 



i 



5 c.c. 1 % 



1 

i 



CCi j 
? ( 

FeOg and 




1 



o 

250 g. soil 



j 

. 



e+-i 

(dark). 




1 



CD 

250 g. soil 

0*00178. 

0-00226, 1 

0*00404, 1 

1 

0-00244, 1 

i 

0*002*24, 

0-00468. 


alone in dark. 

1 

1 


K 5 


Exposure 161 hours. Exposure 76 hour 
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B. Experiments ivith molasses and soil in dishes 

In the following* table corrections have been applied for the amount 
of ammonia introduced with molasses : — 

(The molasses contained 0‘001% ammoniacal nitrog'en 
and no nitric nitrogen) 


Amount of molas- 
ses added per 
kilogram soil. 


Original. 


75 g. 

100 g. 

150 g. 


190 


5 


10 

g. 

20 

g- 

40 

g. 

75 

g. 

100 

O’ 

150 

g* 

190 

g. 


Exposure = 
279 hours. 


Correspond- 1 19 
ing in dark. | 


10 

O’ 

to* 

20 

O’ 

to* 

40 

g. 

5 

g* 

10 

g. 

20 

O’ 

to- 

40 

g. 

75 

g. 

100 

g. 

150 

g* 

190 

g* 

10 

g. 

20 

g* 

40 

g. 


Ammoniacal 

nitrogen. 

Nitric 

nitrogen. 

Total avail- 
able nitro- 
gen. 

Total 

combim 

nitrogei 

0 000734%, 

0-0035%, 

0-00423%, 

0*0362%. 

0000738, 

0001, 

0004738, 

0*0362. 

0*00072, 

0*001, 

0-00472, 

0*0362. 

0-000725, 

0*004, 

000472, 

0*0362. 

0*00071, 

0*001, 

0-004708, 

0*0362. 

0 0014, 

0*004, 

0-00.54, 

0 0398. 

000134, 

0 004, 

0.00534, 

0*0473. 

O'OOl 12, 

0*001, 

000512, 

0*05. 

0*00102, 

0*004, 

0-00502, 

0*053. 

0000944, 

0*004, 

0-004944, 

0*036. 

0*00096, 

0-003S, 

000476, 

0*036. 

000 lOG, 

0*0038, 

0-00486. 

0*036. 

0 00113. 

00038, 

0*00493, 

0*036. 

0-0022, 

0*0038, 

0*006, 

0*038. 

0-00222, 

0*0038, 

0*00602, 

0*C046. 

0-00216, 

0*0038, 

0*00596, 

0*049. 

0-0021, 

0*0038, 

0*0059, 

0*052. 

0-00111 

0*00338 

0*00448 

00362 

0-00097, 

0*00376, 

0*00475, 

0*0362. 

0-00043, 

0*00376, 

0*00410, 

0 0362. 

0-00136, 

0*00412, 

0*00548, 

0*036. 

0-00148, 

0*00412, 

0*0056, 

0*036. 

0-00159, 

0*00412, 

000571, 

0*036. 

0-00184, 

0*00412, 

0*00596, 

0 0362. 

0-0022, 

0*004, 

0*0062, 

0*0382. 

0 00-2, 

0*00324, 

0*00524, 

0*046. 

0-00104, 

0*00284, 

0 00388, 

0*0492, 

0-00037, 

0*00224, 

0*00261, 

0*0527. 

0-00074, 

0*00324, 

0*00398, 

0*036. 

0-00051, 

0 0031, 

0*00361, 

0*036. 

0 000414, 

0 00282,, 

0*00323, 

0*036. 
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Plots of land of area 36 sq. ft. were treated with 1 1, 3 and 6 kilograms 
of molasses. The following table shows the nitrogen content of the soil 
at various periods. It has been found by analysis that the control field 
does not indicate any appreciable increase in the nitrogen content during 
the time taken up by these experiments. 


C. Experiments irith molasses added to field sail 

With 1 2 kilograms of molasses per 36 sq. ft Analysis of the 
molasses : — 


Ammoiiiacal nitrogen. Nitrate nitrogen. 

0*001%. nil. 



Ammoniactd 

nitrogen. 

I 

Nitric 

nitrogen. 

j 

Totiil : 

available 
nitrogen. 

Total 1 
combined ; 
nitrogen. 

Analysed 

on. 

Original. 

000216%, 

0-00232%, 

0-00148%, ; 

— 


Aeration with 

molasses after 15 
days. 

0-00312, 

0-00242, 

0-00554, 

0-0417, 

17-2-1935. 

Aeration with 
molasses after 
30 days. 

0‘00608%, 

0-0052%, 

0-011 28?., 

0-0409%, 

4-3-1935 

Aeration w i t h | 
molasses after 
45 days. 

000642, 

0-00574, i 

0-01216, 

i ^ 

0'0437, 

20-3-1935 

With 3 kilograms of molasses per 36 sq, feet. 


Original 

! 0-00062, 

; 0-0069, 

1 0-00752, 

0-0434, 

22-12-1934 

xleration with 
molasses. 

0-00062, 

0-0069, 

0-00752, 

0-0618, 

9-1-1935 

Insufficient aera- 
tion. 

0-00062, 

00069, 

0-00752, 

j 

j 

0*0455, 

55 
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Ammoniacal 

nitrogen. 

Nitric 

nitrogen. 

Total 

available 

nitrogen. 

Total 

combined 

nitrogen. 

An aly sed 
on. 

With 3 kilograms of molasses per 36 sq. feet. 


Aeration with 
molasses. 

0-00086, 

0-00864, 

0-00950, 

0-0619, 

24-1-1935 

liisufiicieiit aera- 
tion. 

0-00046, 

0-00682, 

0-00728, 

0-0442, 


Aeration with 
molasses. 

0-001, 

0-00932, 

0-01032, 

0-061, 

8-2-1935 

Insufficient aera- 
tion. 

0 00043, 

0-0065, 

0-00693, 

0 045, 

35 

Aeration with 
molasses. 

0-00156, 

0-0092, 

001076, 

0-062, 

23-2-1935 

Insufficient aera- 
tion. 

0-00042, 

0-0064, 

0-00682, 

0-046, 

33 

Aeration w i t h 
molasses. 

0-00182, 

0-00929, 

0‘Ulill, 

0-062, 

10-3-1935 

Insufficient aera- 
tion. 

0-00052, 

0-0064, 

0-00692, 

0-046, 

1 33 

Aeration with 

molasses. 

0-00182, 

0-0092, 

001102, 

0-0646, ' 

26-3-1935 

Insufficient aera- 
tion. 

0-00068, 

0-00648, 

0-00716, 

0-041, 

33 


With 6 kilograms of molasses per 36 sq. feet. 


Original 

0*007, 

0-00854, 

0-01544, 

1 0-0432, 

2-2-1935 

Aeration with 
molasses. 

0-00875, 

0-00784, 

0-01659, 

0-0458, 

17-2-1935 

Ditto 

0-01186, 

0-0076, 

0-01946, 

0-045, 

4-3-1935 

Ditto 

0-01058, 

0-00724, 

0-01782, 

0-0472, 

20-3-1935 
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D. Molmses added to sail in heaps 

A heap of soil weighing' 167 kilograms (A) was treated with 
1 2 kilograms of molasses, and another heap weighing 1 74 kilograms (B) 
was treated with 6 kilograms of molasses and frequently stirred after 
adding small amounts of water. 



Amnioniacal 

nitrogen. 

Nitric 

nitrogen. 

Total 

available 

nitrogen. 

Total 

combined 

nitrogen. 

Original. Treated with 
molasses on 18-2-1935. 

0-00865%, 

000582%, 

0*01447%, 

0-0458%. 

A. analysed on 
18-3-1935. 

0-01646, 

0-00594, 1 

0-0224, 

0-0538. 

i 

B 55 jj 1 

0-00934, 

0'00594, j 

0-01528, 

00504. 

A analysed on i 
18-4-1935. 

0-0 1400, 1 

j 

0-0058, 

0-0198, 

0-0540. 

B „ 5, 

0-0116, 

0-005S, 

00174, 

0-0512. 

E, Experiments 

with cane sugar and soil 

in sterilised 

candition 

Original. 

O'OOloo, 

0*0035, 

0-00505, 


Soil 50 g. + Cane 
sugar 4g. Exposure | 
60 hrs. in 250c.c. i 
quartz flask. | 

0-00233, i 

0004, 

000033, 


.Soil 50 g. + Cane 
sugar 2 g. Exposure 

1 50 hrs. in 250c.c. 
quartz flask. 

0-0050, 

0*0042, 

0 0098, 

j 

Soil 50 g. +1 g. 
Na2HPO^ -}- Cane 
sugar 4 g. ^ Exposure 
150 hrs. in 250c.c. 
quartz flask. 

000468, 

0*00442, 

0-0091, 


Soil 50 g. + Cane 
s u g a r 4 g. 4- 1 g. 
Na 2 PH 04 Exposure 
302 hrs. in quartz test 
tube. 

1 000102, 

1 0 00127, 

0*0035, 

1 

0*00462, 

0-00452, 

0-00589, 

1 

1 before the ex- 
1 posure 
! after the ex- 

j posure 

1 
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Ammoniacal 

nitrogen. 

Nitric 

nitrogen. 

Total 
available 
nitrogen. { 

Total • 
combined 
nitrogen. 

Original. 

0-000734%, 

0'0035%, 

0-004234%, 

0-00458%, 

Soil 100 g. + water 
50c. c- + cane sugar 

1 g. Exposure 145 hrs. 
in 250c.c. quartz flask. 

0*00116, 

0-00402, 

0-00518, 

0 0466. 

Soil 100 g. + sugar 

2 g. -f water 50c.c. 
Exposure 284 hrs. 
in 250c.c. quartz flask. 

0*00155, 

000386, 

0-00541, 

0-0486. 

Ditto with 4 g. sugar 

0*00175, 

0-00386, 

0-00561, 

0-0486. 


The results recorded in the foregoing: tables show that in all cases, 
when either cane sugar or molasses are added to the soil, which is 
properly aerated, there is an appreciable increase in the ammonia content 
The amount of ammonia goes on increasing to a limiting value with the 
increase of exposure. The nitrate content also increases with time, 
specially in aerated soils. When the exposure is continued further, 
denitrification sets in. It is interesting to note here that previous 
workers, determined only the total nitrogen of the soil after the addition 
of energy-rich compounds, and as the difference in the total nitrogen is 
not high before and after the addition of the energy-rich compounds to 
the soil, they were doubtful regarding the fixation of nitrogen in the soil 
by the addition of energy-rich compounds. But as we have estimated, 
both the available (ammoniacal and nitric nitrogen) and the total 
nitrogen, we have been able to detect the increase of available nitrogen 
in all cases when energy-rich organic compounds are added to well 
aerated soils. 

Another far-reaching conclusion can be drawn from our experi- 
mental results, which show, that under identical conditions, the amount 
of ammoniacal nitrogen is always greater in the soil mixed with energy- 
rich compounds and receiving sunlight, than in the dark. If this type of 
nonsymbiotic nitrogen fixation had been entirely a bacterial process 
as has been generally believed, the amount of ammonia formed should 
not difier in the vessels kept in light or in the dark. Moreover, the 
results obtained in the sterilised condition show an increase in ammonia, 
when the soil is mixed with cane sugar and exposed to sunlight under 
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completely sterilised conditions. It seems established, therefore, that just 
as bacteria can fix nitrogen in the soil in presence of energy-rich 
compounds, similarly even in the absence of bacteria, the photo-oxidation 
of the energy-rich compounds, leads to the fixation of nitrogen. It 
appears, therefore, that in tropical countries in ordinary soils the fixation 
of atmospheric nitrogen by the addition of energy-rich compounds is 
partially bacterial and partially photo-chemical. The oxidation of 
energy-rich organic compounds by air either by light absorption, or by 
bacterial action causes the fixation of atmospheric nitrogen in the soil. 
The recent experiments of Dhar and Mullik on the influence of tempera- 
ture on nitrogen fixation by a fairly pure culture of azotobacter thriv- 
ing in mannitol medium, as the energy-rich substance show the optimum 
temperature for nitrogen fixation to be 35° as will be evident from the 
following results obtained at difierent temperatures : — 

Temperature (ammonia formed in milligrams). 


Days. 

0° 

15“ 

25“ 

■ i 

30“ ! 

1 

35“ 

40“ 

4 

nil 

i 1*28 

2-41 

3*21 1 

4-11 

6*88 

8 

55 

2*61 

4*36 

653 1 

7*79 

10-61 

12 

55 

4*13 

6*80 

8*76 i 

11-76 

12*1 

16 

55 

^ 5*01 

8-9.3 

i 11*75 

14-3 

14*5 

20 

55 

6*2 

11-16 

I 14*5 1 

17-13 

14*86 

24 

55 

7*18 

12-81 

1 16*45 i 

1 19-45 

15*17 

28 

55 

8*01 

14-83 

1 18-11 

1 21*17 

15-29 

32 

55 

8*89 

15-61 

1 18-76 

i 22*79 

15*33 

36 

55 

; 9*85 

16-5 

1 19*01 

1 

j 22*91 

15*31 


It appears, therefore, that in the tropical countries in summer months, 
when the soil temperature is as high as 70° nonsymbiotic nitrogen 
fixation in presence of energy-rich compounds may be more of a photo- 
chemical nature than of bacterial. 

There is a practical aspect of these investigations, because very little 
definite knowledge is available regarding the amounts of nitrogen that can 
be fixed in nonsymbiotic process. Miller^ has stated the problem in the 
following words : — 

“ Wide use is being made in systems of agriculture of the bacteria, 
which work with legumes, but the nitrogen fixing power of those which 
work outside the plant is as yet not utilised extensively by man, since the 
methods of controlling them are not well understood.’’ 

In many of our field experiments the amounts of ammoniacal nitrogen 
was three times greater when molasses have been added and the soil 
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aerated than that was originally present in the soil. From a simple 
calculation it can be shown that the amount of nitrogen added to the soil 
in this way can be 152'4 kilograms, per acre which is equivalent to the 
addition of 356 kilograms of ammonium sulphate when only 00001% 
fixation occurs. 

Our results show that increased aeration leads to an increase in the 
ammonia content of the soil mixed with the cane sugar or molasses. 
Moreover, we have observed ammonia formation when air is passed 
through a solution of glucose or cane sugar mixed with an inductor like 
ferrous or cerous hydroxide. The induced oxidation of cane sugar or 
glucose liberates energy which is utilised in the fixation of nitrogen. 

We are of opinion that the energy set free in the oxidation of energy 
rich compounds by air either through the agency of bacteria (azotobacter), 
or sunlight or inductors is utilised in the following endothermal reaction 
N 2 + 02=2 N0-~43‘2 Cal. The nitric oxide is further oxidized to nitrate 
which seems to be the first product in nitrogen fixation. The iron 
compounds present in the soil help this oxidation. Recently Dhar and 
Mukerji^ have shown that nitrates and carbohydrates (but not ammo- 
nium salts and carbohydrates) in presence of sunlight and Ti 02 can 
readily form amino acids with copious production of ammonium salts. 
Hence the nitrate, which is likely to be the first product in nitrogen 
fixation in soil in presence of air, is reduced to ammonia by the action of 
carbonaceous substances with the simultaneous formation of amino acids 
in small amounts and that is why ammonia is observed in nitrogen 
fixation. Waywick and Woodhouse*^ have also obtained evidence of 
amino acid formation in nitrogen fixation in soils. 

The recent work of Burk® seems also to be in favour of the view 
that nitrate and not ammonia is the first product in nitrogen fixation. 

Summary 

1 . When cane sugar is added to sterilised and unsterilised soils 
and exposed to light and air, there is appreciable increase in the 
ammoniacal nitrogen content ; with unsterilised soil the ammoniacal 
nitrogen is nine times greater than that originally present in the soil. 

The amount of NHfj in presence of light is always greater than that 
in the dark. 

2. By the addition of molasses to soils, which have been properly 
aerated the ammoniacal nitrogen also increases ; in this case the amnionia- 
cal nitrogen is three times greater than that originally present in the 
soil, when 3600 kilograms of molasses are added per acre of land. When the 
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aeration of the soil is insufficient the increase of ammonia is less and the 
soil becomes acidic. 

3. Under completely sterilised conditions when cane sug^ar is mixed 
with soil, there is also an increase in the amraoniacal nitrogen. The 
total available nitrogen (ammoniacal and nitrate nitrogen) in the soil was 
0*005, but after exposure to sunlight in a quartz flask with cane sugar 
it became 0 0098. It seems established therefore, that just as bacteria 
can fix nitrogen in the soil in presence of energy-rich compounds, simi- 
larly even in the absence of bacteria, the photo-oxidation of the energy- 
rich compounds, leads to the fixation of nitrogen. 

It appears, therefore, that in tropical countries in ordinary soils, the 
fixation of atmospheric nitrogen by the addition of energy-rich compounds 
is partially bacterial and partially photo-chemical. The oxidation ' of 
energy-rich organic compounds by air either by induction or light absorp- 
tion, or by bacterial action, causes the fixation of atmospheric nitrogen 
in the soil. 
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Introduction 

So far not a single species of the genus Cyclocoelum has been record- 
ed from India. In July 1932 Dr. H. R. Mehra suggested to me to examine 
the snipes available at Allahabad for collection and investigation of 
dijEFerent members of the family Cyclocoelidae. Accordingly I dissected 
more than hundred snipes and obtained a large number of specimens 
belonging to eight new species of the genus Cyclocoelum which are 
described in this paper. The worms are exclusively parasitic in the air 
sacs or the body cavity. Some immature forms, however, were found in 
the small intestine of the hosts. The degree of infection varies consi- 
derably in different periods of the year in various species of the host 
birds which belong to the family Scolopersidse. The snipes first 
appeared infected in the month of September when the largest number 
of parasites obtained from a single host was only three and the rate of 
infection only thirty per cent The rate and degree of infection increase 
from September onwards, reaching the maximum in November when as 
many as fifteen worms were obtained from a single snipe, and the rate of 
infection reached sixty per cent Glottis nebularia^ the common green 
shank known as “ Chaha ” is the most favourable host for a large number 
of species of Cyclocoelum, Though the degree of infection is not very 
high, a large number of birds are found infected with as many as four 
different species. Capella gallinago gallinagOy the common fan tail snipe, 
known as “ Chahe ” is another bird which is found commonly infected, 

* This paper was submitted as a thesis in lieu of two papers for the M.Sc. examination 
in Zoology of tlie Allahabad University in 1 933. 
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The infection in this case appears rather early in the year and the maxi- 
mum rate is sixty per cent; but never more than five specimens of Cyclo- 
coelum were obtained from a single host In Tringa eryfhropuSj the com- 
mon dusky red shank, known as Lai tang ka chaha ” the infection 
is very rare ; from it only two specimens were obtained and less than 
thirty per cent of these birds were found infected, but the infected birds 
alw^ays yielded quite a large number of specimens. As many as fifteen 
specimens were obtained from a single host. The parasites could not live 
for more than six hours in normal salt solution or nutritive solutions. 

I am much indebted to Dr. H. R. jMehra under whose supervision 
this work was carried on. He not only suggested the problem and guid- 
ed me in this work but he was also kind enough to translate the papers 
in French for me. I have great pleasure to acknowledge my sincerest 
thanks to him. I am also indebted to Dr. D. R. Bhattacharya for giving 
me facilities in the department to carry on this work. My thanks are 
also due to Mr. S. C. Verma for his kind help and permission to work up 
part of the material already in his possession. 


Previous work on the Family Cyclocoelidae Kossack» l&ll 

In 1782 Goeze described two species which he believed to have only 
one sucker. Schrank (1788) published a paper which was a mere cata- 
logue of the species. If we do not take into account these two workers, 
Zeder (1 800, 1 803) was the first who studied the group thoroughly and 
used the name Monostome for these parasites on account of the absence 
of the ventral sucker. In 1801 he gave the first account of G mutabile^ 
the type species of the genus Cycloeoelum. The group of monostomes 
which formed a main division in the classification of the Digenea, called 
Monostomata is maintained even now by many workers on the group, 
though its validity has been well criticised by several recent authorities. 
Zeder assigned five species, le., M, ocreatufn^ M. bombyncB^ If. verru- 
cosum^ M. prismaticimi and M. mutabile to this then newly created group 
Monostomata. Later on the first two -were removed to the Distomata ; 
third was grouped under the sub-family Notocotylinse while the last 
two were assigned to the sub-family Cyclocoelinae. 

Rudolphi in 1 808 in his synopsis Entozoorum agreed with ‘Zeder in 
the system of classification which he adopted and described the 
anatomy of if. ellepticufn obtained from the lungs of Bana maculata. 
Von Siebold (1835) gave the first complete description of these 
monostomes and described M. mutabile Zeder, 1801, giving an 
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account of early stages of its life-history as seen in the egg before it is 
discharged from the uterus. Diesing, 1850, reorganised this group includ- 
ing all the species known upto that time. Von Beneden, 1861, worked 
out the anatomy of M. verrzicosum Frolich reviewing the anatomy of 
M. mutahile Zeder, 1801^ and described a cercaria which he considered 
to be the larval form of 31. verrueosum Frolich. 

Monticellie’s work in 1892 published in two papers gave an account 
of the genus Notoeotyle Diesing^ 1850, and 31. cymbium Diesing, 1850. 

Brandes in 1892 was the first to propose the genus Gyclocoelum 
to include 31. mutabile Zeder, 31. flavum Mehlis, 31. tringae Brandes, 
31. elle'pticum Ruldolphi and 31. arcuatum Brandes and gave its diag- 
nosis. Looss in 1899 accepted this genus with 31. mutabile as the 
type species. But his contemporary Liihe in 1900 in his review of 
the work of Looss did not accept the generic name Cyclocoelum because 
the family name Monostomidse could not be used without a type 
genus Monostoma according to the rules of nomenclature. Looss 
in 1901 explained that 31. prismaUcum was the type of the genus 
Monostoma Zeder which Liihe did not accept, but on the other hand 
continued to use the generic name Monostoma instead of Cyclocoelum 
Brandes. 

Stossich in 1902 on the suggestion of Brandes divided the group 
Monostomata into two sub-families, Notocotylinse and Cyclocoelinse. 
In the latter he included four genera, Cyclocoelum Brandes, Hcemato- 
trephus Stossich, Opthalmophagus Stossich and Typhlocoelum Stossich. 
Kossack in 1911 raised the sub-family Cyclocoelinae to the rank of the 
family Cyclocoelidse in which he included the following genera: CyclocQe- 
lum Brandes, Allopyge Johnston, Hccmatotrephus Stoss., Uyptiasmus 
Koss , Opthalmophagus Stoss., Typhlocoelum Stoss., Spaniometra Koss., 
and Bothriogaster Fuhrm. Skrjabin, 1913, created a new genus 
Tracheophilus which he placed in the family Cyclocoelidse and also 
described the anatomy of C. orientale from Glottis nehularius. 

Harrah classified the Monostomata into four families : Cyclocoelidse 
Kossack, 1911, Notocotylid^ Liihe, 1909, Collyriclidae Ward, 1917, and 
Heronimidae Ward, 1 91 7, and divided the family Cyclocoelidse into three 
sub-families: Cyclocoelinae Stoss., 1902, Typhlocoelin^ Harrah, 1922, 
and Opthalmophaginse Harrah, 1922. In the sub-family Cyclocoelinae 
he included three genera : Cyclocoelum.^ Hoematotrephus and Uyptiasmus ; 
in the sub-family Typhlocoelinse, two genera : Typhlocoelum and 
Tracheophilus ; and in the sub-family Opthalmophaginse three genera : 
OpthalmophagioSy Bothriogaster and Spaniometra. 



xSTEW SPECIES OF THE GENUS OYOLOGOELUM 


345 


Witenberg in his first memoir published in 1923 created two genera 
Problemogemis and Promptenovum^ a sub-genus Mecliopharyngeum and 
a species Cyclocoelum [Anfepharyngmm) goliath^ all belonging to the 
sub-family Cyclocoelinse. But in a subsequent paper in 1926 in which 
he included his previous work he dropped the above-mentioned genera 
and the sub-genus and accepted the two sub-families Cyclocoelinie 
Stoss., and Typhlocoelinse Harrah, dropping the third sub-family, i.e., 
Opthalmophaginse Harrah, 1921. He also divided the sub-family 
Cyclocoelinae into seven tribes, i.a, Wardianea^ H aematrotrephea, 
Cyclocoela, HypUasmea, Opthalmophagea, Boihriogasierea and Coniracoela^ 
each consisting of five genera. 

This lengthy classification was criticised in 1926 by Joyeux and 
Baer who did not consider the characters distinguishing the different 
genera and tribes to be of even specific importance. They did not accept 
also the sub-families Cyclocoelinse and Typhiocoelinse saying that the 
presence or absence of outgrowths in the intestinal cseca at the most is 
of generic importance. According to Joyeux and Baer the family Cyclo- 
coelidae contains only three genera, namely, Cyclocoelum Brandes, 1892, 
Typhlocoelum Stoss., 1902, and Spanio?netra Kossack, 1911. The other 
genera included in this family by the previous workers, the joint authors 
have reduced to the rank of species, giving a list of synonyms, dropping- 
some new names used for the old ones. Morishita in 1930 agrees in 
principle with the classification given by Joyeux and Baer, considering 
it more concise and suitable for practical purposes- He included sixteen 
species under the genus Cyclocoelum. I follow Joyeux and Baer and 
Morishita in the classification of the family and think that the genera 
now included in it are based on constant and deep morphological charac- 
ters. As a large number of old genera have been dropped or reduced to 
the rank of species the systematic study of the group has become 
clearer. 


Diagnosis of the genus Cyclocoelum Brandes, 1892. 

Endoparasitic trematodes of middle to large size with elongated 
muscular body and smooth body- wall. Mouth opening terminal or 
sub terminal, oral sucker rudimentary or absent; ventral sucker absent 
QiLceptm C. distomatum Morishita, 1924, and C^ vagum Morishita, 1924. 
Pharynx well developed and muscular; oesophagus long and muscular ; 
intestinal cseca simple and continuous with each other in the form of an arc 
near posterior end of body. Excretory bladder between posterior intestinal 
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arc and posterior body wall with medio-dorsal terminal pore. Genital 
opening* median and ventral to pharynx. Cirrus sac well developed 
containing* vesicula seminalis and ductus ejaculatorius. Vitellaria 
laterall}^ situated, between body wall and intestinal caeca. Genital 
glands intracaecal in posterior half of body forming* the points of triangle 
or in straight line one behind the other ; ovary between two testes or 
anterior to both. Receptaculum seminis present or absent. Laurer’s canal 
absent Receptaculum seminis uterinum present or absent Uterus well 
developed filling intracsecal space in front of posterior testis and much 
convoluted in more or less regular folds, sometimes overlapping intestinal 
caeca. Eggs numerous, without polar filament, usually containing well 
developed niiracidia with characteristic double eyespots. 

Key to the Indian species of the genus Cyclocoelum described 

in this paper 

1. Ovary anterior to testes ... ... ... C. nebularium 

Ovary between testes ... ... ... 2. 

2. Ovary in line with testes ... ... ... G straightum 

Ovary not in line with testes ... ... 3. 

3. Ovary lobed ... ... ... ... G. lobakim 

Ovary compact ... ... ... ... 4. 

4. Uterine coils not overlapping caeca ... ... G, capellum 

Uterine coils overlapping caeca ... ... 5 

5. Uterine coils closely situated; ratio between 

testes and ovary 5 : 2 ... ... ... C.allakabadi 

Uterine coils well separated; ratio between testes 

and ovary 3:2 ... ... ... G. indicum 

Receptaculum seminis and receptaculum ^seminis 

uterinum well developed. ... ... G. mehrii 

Receptaculum seminis and receptaculum seminis 

uterinum absent .. ... ... C. erythro'pis 

Cyclocoelum nebular ium, n. sp. 

A dozen specimens of this species were collected from the air sacs 
mostly from the abdominal ones of the common green shank — Glottis 
nehularia, Allahabad. They are medium sized, 10—13* long and 

*A11 measurements are given in mm. 
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2 — 3’5 in maximum breadth which lies slightly anterior to the region of 
the gonads, fe., at the beginning of the posterior 1/5 part of body. From 
the maximum breadth the body tapers gradually to a slightly rounded 
anterior end, measuring 0*85 in the region of the pharynx. In the region 
of the gonads it is more or less straight with parallel sides ending in a 
broadly rounded end, where it measures 2— 3’3 in breadth. 

The pharynx is well developed, 0*25 — 0*35 long and 0*2 — 0’25 broad. 
I agree with Monticelli and Harrah in considering it as the pharynx and 
not the oral sucker as Braun in 1901 thought it to be. It does not show 
the radial, inner and outer layers of muscle fibres as are present in the 
sucker but on the contrary it has the typical musculature of the pharynx. 
The oesophagus is S-shaped, but in some specimens it is more or less 
straight, two to three times the length of the pharynx, roughly 0*511 — 0*512 
long and 0*085 broad, and bifurcates 1*125—1*275 behind the anterior end. 
The intestinal cseca, devoid of diverticula, run parallel to the body wall 
in a slightly irregular course and join with each other posteriorly in an arc 
0*285 in front of the anterior end. The excretory bladder lies between the 
intestinal arc and posterior extremity of the body with hinder ends of the 
vitellaria on its sides, measuring 0*56—0*85 in length and 0*085—0*185 in 
breadth. It opens to the exterior through a pore situated dorsally at the 
posterior end. 

The genital glands lie in the intercsecal region enclosed by the 
intestinal arc and form three points of a triangle with the ovary as the 
apex. The two testes He obliquely behind the ovar}^ The anterior testis 
is round, situated to the side opposite to that of the ovary, 0*5 — 0*6 
distance behind it and measures 0*7 — ro in diameter. It is almost equal 
in size to the posterior testis except in a few individuals in which the 
latter may appear more elongated due to pressure. 

The posterior testis lies somewhat median or little shifted to the 
same side as the ovar^^, obliquely behind the anterior testis from which 
it is separated by the transverse vitelline duct. It is generally rounded, 
somew^hat elongated, measuring 0*71 —1*2 in greatest length and 0*51—0*93 
in greatest breadth. The uterine coils do not pass behind the anterior testis, 
between it and the posterior testis as is usually the case in the genus. In 
immature specimens of hardly more than 7*0 length the testes do not 
measure more than 0*45 in diameter. The vasa eflferentia arise from the 
anterior margins of the testes near the outer side and unite cephalad and 
mediad to[the posterior testis behind the ovary to form the long vas deferens 
which takes a more or less straight course to the cirrus sac in which it 
dilates into a more or less straight vesicula seminalis. The latter fills up 
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the basal 2/3 part of the cirrus sac and opens to the exterior at the common 
genital pore. The cirrus has not been observed in the protruded condition. 
The cirrus sac is tubular and dilated posteriorly, extending: from the genital 
pore to the anterior end of the intestinal bifurcation and measuring 
0‘8- ro in length and 0‘2 — 0*3 in maximum breadth. The anterior narrower 
1/3 part of the sac in some specimens is bent in a crescent-shaped manner 
while in others it is more or less straight. 

The ovarian complex occupies a position anterior to both the testes, a 
rare position for the genus, which was previously considered as character- 
istic of the genus Hcematotrefhus. The ovary, almost rounded with entire 
margin lies 1*8 in front of the hinder end, either to the right or left side of 
body, alternating with the anterior testis. It is smaller than the testes, 
measuring 0*31 -~0'41 in diameter, i. a, 4/7 of the anterior and 4/9 of the 
posterior testis in diameter. The short oviduct arises from the posterior 
margin of the ovary and runs backwards to enter the shell gland complex, 
v^hich is almost rounded with fringed margins, measuring 0*3 in diameter. 
The receptaculum seminis is situated inside the ovary near the median line, 
measuring 0*15 — 0’35 in length and 0*05 — 0*11 in breadth. Morishita in his 
paper in 1924 calls this organ as the ootype because of the absence of 
sperms in it. Though the sac is devoid of sperms I do not agree with 
Morishita, because the ootype, as is well known, is a slightly dilated part 
of the oviduct surrounded by the shell glands. The receptaculum seminis 
opens into the oviduct immediately before it becomes surrounded by the 
shell glands on the side opposite to that on which the common vitelline 
duct enters it. The Laurer’s canal is absent. The uterus at its commence- 
ment is swollen to form the receptaculum seminis uterinum which 
lies in the form of a loop between the anterior testis and the ovary, 
and is always filled with sperms. The uterine convolutions in the form 
of well developed loops are directed with their outer ends almost 
posteriad up to the intestinal bifurcation. In front of the latter the 
uterus runs in more or less straight course, opening externally at the 
genital pore. 

The vitellaria are laterally situated, confined to the extreme edges 
of the body and are composed of small follicles extending anteriorly to 
the middle of the intestinal bifurcation and posteriorly to the lateral 
walls of the excretory bladder. In one specimen they are joined with 
each other posteriorly forming an arc just in front of the excretory 
bladder ; while in other specimens though they are not joined at the 
posterior end they reach quite close to each other. Anteriorly the 
vitellaria do not end at the same level ; the gland situated to the 
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side as the ovary extends more anteriorly. The transverse vitelline ducts 
arise at about l/Sth body length from the posterior end. The one situa- 
ted to the ovarian side is shorter, arises more anteriorly than its fellow 
and runs in a more or less straight course close in front of the posterior 
testis, sometimes overlapping its anterior margin. The yolk reservoir 
lies median close in front of the posterior testis and enters the shell 
gland mass by a short common vitelline duct. The longitudinal vitelline 
ducts lie surrounded by the vitelline follicles, laterally or dorsally to the 
intestinal caeca. 

The eggs are large, thick-shelled without operculum and show 
miracidia with characteristic double eye spots, measuring 012 x 0*087 
in size. The unripe eggs without miracidia measure 0*l0l x 0*085 in size. 

Remarks : — 

Before 1 926 all the species having the ovary in front of testes were 
included in the genus Hcef/iatotrephus. Joyeux and Baer in 1 926 and 
Morishita in 1 930 dropped the latter genus and included all the species 
belonging to it in the genus Cyclocoelum, The new species resembles 
C braxilianum Stoss, and C. tringcB Brandes, in the testes being obliquely 
situated behind the ovary, but it dijBFers from them in the size of the body 
which is almost twice as large as that of C tringae^ in the larger size 
of the pharynx, absence of the oral sucker and the greater ratio between 
the size of the ovary and testes. It differs further from C. hraxilianum 
in having the testes of equal size and the posterior extent of the cirrus 
sac, which reaches quite close to the anterior wall of the intestinal bifurca- 
tion. It differs from C. V'ilsoni^ C, triangtdarium and 0. taxor chis^ in which 
too the ovary lies anterior, in the oblique position of the testes. C. nehula- 
rmm^ n. sp., however, occupies an intermediate position between 
G. braxilianum and C. tringcs on the one hand and C. tvilsoni^ C. taxorchis 
and C. iriangularium on the other, resembling the first two in the oblique 
position of the testes and the last three in the equal size of the latter. 

Cyclocoelum straightum, n. sp. 

Only one specimen of this species was obtained during the month of 
November 1 932 from the abdominal air sac of Glottis nebtilaria^ caught 
from the fields of Phulpore near Allahabad. Subsequently about hundred 
specimens of different genera of the Scolopersidae were examined but 
none was found infected with this species. Body long, dorso-ventrally 
flattened, in pressed specimens 25 long and 4*3 in maximum breadth in 
the region of anterior testis, la, at about I /6th. body length from posterior 
end ; tapering in front and behind anterior testis, 2*5 in breadth in 
F 7 
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region of posterior testis and V2 in that of pharynx ; anterior end bluntly 
pointed, posterior end broadly rounded ; body wall devoid of spines. 

Oral sucker very feebly developed, barely visible, measuring 015 
in length and 0*l I in breadth, i.e., l/3 of pharynx 'in size. Ventral sucker 
absent. 

Mouth subterminal leading by a funnel shaped cavity into pharynx 
of 0*344 length and 0*425 breadth, situated 0*45 from extreme anterior 
end ; oesophagus S-shaped or straight, 1*0 in length and 0*1 1 in breadth ; 
intestinal bifurcation 1*88 distance from anterior end; cseca without 
diverticula, situated laterally parallel to the body wall and uniting behind 
to form an arc at 0*3 distance in front of hinder end. Excretory pore dorsal 
and terminal ; excretory bladder horizontally situated between intestinal 
arc and posterior end of body with terminal ends of vitellaria on its sides 
and measuring 0*68 in length and 0*11 in breadth. 

Gonads in posterior one sixth part of body, with ovary between 
testes and in line with them and not forming points of a triangle. 
Both the testes are separated from one another by ovary, shell gland 
complex and three uterine coils; anterior testis to right side, 0*5 from right 
wall, 0*26 from right csecum, 0*52 in front of ovary, 3 ’5 in front of posterior 
end and 1 *7 in front of posterior testis. It is transversely elongated and 
pear shaped with entire margin, measuring 1*05 in length and 0*68 in 
maximum breadth; posterior testis situated mesially 0*75 in front of 
posterior end, 0*25 in front of intestinal arc and 0*5 behind ovary, 
separated from the latter by transverse vitelline ducts, shell gland mass 
and uterine coils and measuring 1*25 in length and 0*99 in maximum 
breadth, Vasa efFerentia arise from anterior ends of testes ; vas deferens 
traced from anterior one-third of body to cirrus sac, straight bulbous 
vesicula seminalis filling posterior two-third part of cirrus sac, ductus 
ejaculatorius narrow and tubular in anterior one-third part or neck of 
cirrus sac ; pars prostatica, prostate gland cells and cirrus not observed. 
Cirrus sac curved and nearly flask-shaped with an anterior transversely 
lying tubular one-third part, the neck, of '0*28 length and 0*06 breadth and 
posterior two- thirds dilated part of 0*55 length and 0*27 breadth reaching 
near intestinal bifurcation, ending 0’15 distance in front of it. 

Ovary almost median or a little to right side, 0*75 from anterior 
testis and 0 5 from posterior testis, nearly spherical with entire margins 
and slightly pressed posteriorly by receptaculum seminis, 0*45 in length 
and 0 41 in breadth, i.e., almost one-third of posterior testis; oviduct 
arises from posterior lateral corner of ovary ; shell gland mass, of more or 
less oval shape with fringed margins, median, to left side of ovary, 0*68 in 
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length and 0*58 in breadth, i.a, about one and a half size of the latter; 
receptaculum seminis, 0*35 long and 0*5 broad, situated immediately 
behind ovary, slightly pressed with its long axis to the latter. The oot^^pe 
has a little broader calibre than the oviduct and runs a straight course 
surrounded by the shell gland mass. Laurer’s canal absent as usual 
in the family. Receptaculum seminis uterinum large filled with sperms 
and a few ova, approximately 1*0 long and 0*25 broad, situated horizontally 
to left side between left caecum and shell gland mass; uterine convolu- 
tions filling almost the whole body in the form of slightly separated loops 
with ends directed outwards towards the caeca, extending forward up to 
intestinal bifurcation ; beyond the latter uterus more or less straight 

Vitellaria extend from middle of intestinal bifurcation to excretory 
bladder; transverse vitelline ducts arise from posterior l/8 length of 
vitellaria but not at the same level, the right one at higher level than left; 
the right duct runs transversely almost straight for 1*45 distance before it 
joins its fellow behind shell gland mass; left transverse duct which arises 
1 *3 in front of posterior end of body runs straight for 0*5 and then turns 
upwards for a distance of 1*0 before it joins its fellow to form the small 
rather inconspicuous yolk reservoir which immediately opens in shell 
gland mass. 

Ova thick-shelled, non-operculatel with fully developed miracidia; 
unripe ova yellowish brown, 0*1 16 in length and 0*06 in breadth ; ripe ova 
dark brown, 0*136 in length and 0*068 in breadth. 

Cyclocoelum capeliam, n. sp. 

About a dozen specimens of this species were obtained mostly 
from the cervical air sacs of the common fan tail sm^^s—Gapella gallinago 
near Allahabad, India. The infection seems to be seasonal and rare as 
the parasites were obtained before September and after November. The 
number of worms found in a single host was never more than three. Body 
17—25 in length and 3*5 -4‘6 in maximum breadth at the beginning of the 
posterior one-fourth part of body ; breadth 3 in region of posterior testis, 
n— 1*2 in region of pharynx. Oral sucker subterrainal and rudimentary, 
0*08 in length and 0*04 in breadth; pharynx 0*275 in diameter, almost 
rounded at 0*085 distance behind anterior end; oesophagus S-shaped 
or straight, approximately 0'3 — 0*5 in length and 0 1 in breadth ; intestinal 
bifurcation 0*65 behind anterior end; cseca without diverticula joining 
each other posteriorly to form an arc at 0 2 in front of posterior end. 
Excretory bladder of 0*55—1*1 breadth and 0*06 length horizontally parallel 
to posterior wall of intestinal arc ; excretory pore dorsal and terminal. 
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Gonads in posterior fifth of body forming: three points of a triangle; 
anterior and posterior testes separated from one another by five pairs of 
uterine coils; anterior testis at a distance of 4’5 from posterior end, 
2*3 from posterior testis and 1*75 from ovary, situated to right side near 
intestinal caecum, slightly smaller than posterior testis, measuring 0*8 
in length and 0*6-— 0*8 in breadth ; posterior testis median, much lobed, 
close in front of intestinal arc, 1 *2 in front of posterior end and 0*9 behind 
ovary, separated from the latter by vitelline ducts, shell gland mass and 
receptaculum seminis uterinum measuring 1*1 in length and 07 — 0*88 
in breadth. Vasa efferentia join at about middle of body to form 
vas deferens which runs in an irregular course; vesicula seminalis 
followed by a thin narrow ejaculatory duct enclosed in cirrus sac opens 
into genital pore at posterior margin of pharynx. Cirrus sac flask- 
shaped with basal portion hardly reaching intestinal bifurcation ; neck of 
cirrus sac 0*2 long and 0’0l5 broad and saccular portion 0*4 long and 017 
broad. Ovary to the left side 0*8 from left body wall and 0*2 from left 
caecum, more or less spherical with entire margins, 0*37 — 0 55 in length and 
0*37—0*5 in breadth; shell gland mass immediately behind ovary pressed 
against it at its posterior end, rounded with fringed margins and 0*45 in 
diameter, receptaculum seminalis somewhat pear-shaped, situated to inner 
side of ovary, 0*3 — 0*4 in length and 0*15—0*2 in breadth; receptaculum 
seminis uterinum filled with sperms and a few ova, measuring 0*7 in 
length and 0*25 in breadth ; uterus turning upwards and outwards in front 
of posterior testis and thrown into double loops throughout its anterior 
course, confined to intercaecal region never overlapping caeca ; metraterm 
straight from posterior end of intestinal bifurcation to genital pore. 
Vitellaria laterally situated parallel to bodywall, between it and intestinal 
caeca ending anteriorly not at the same level, the one situated to ovarian 
side extending a little more forwards upto region of cirrus sac, posteriorly 
they terminate 0*25 in front of lateral ends of excretory bladder; right 
transverse vitelline duct arises at 2*3 from posterior end and runs almost 
straight for 2’0, left transverse vitelline duct arises at a lower level, i.e., 1 70 
from posterior end and is much shorter running straight for 0*6 ; yolk 
reservoir of 0*15 length opens dorsally in shell gland mass near the origin 
of uterus. Ova in posterior one-fourth part of body brownish yellow, 0*1 2 
in length and 0*064 in breadth, while in anterior 3/4 part of body ripe 
dark brown and having fully developed miracidia, 0*1 3 x 0*068 in size. 

Remarks : — 

This species differs from all the species in the following combination 
of characters; (1) uterus confined to intercaecal region, (2) peculiar 
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shape of cirrus sac with its narrow neck, (3) in the size ratio between oral 
sucker and pharynx, (4) large size of yolk reservoir, (5) size of gonads, 
pharynx, oesophagus, cirrus sac and ova. It differs from C. allahabadi in 
the uterine coils being confined to the interc^cal zone, in which it 
resembles G. mutabile Zeder. C. mneatum Harrah and G. leidyi Harrah and 
G. toratsuqumi Morishita. But it differs from them in the lobed charac- 
ter of its posterior testis, ratio of oral sucker to pharynx, relative size of 
the gonads and the testes being widely separated. 


Cyclocoelum allahabadi, n. sp. 

Only five specimens were obtained mostly from the thoracic air 
sacs of the common red shank snipes — Tringa erytJiropm Allahabad, 
India- The infection is very rare as out of thirty snipes examined 
only four were found infected. The number of parasites in a host is 
generally one and never more than two. The infection is found only 
in the rainy season and early part of winter. Size 1 7 in length, 2*5 - 3 
in maximum breadth at beginning of posterior fourth part, breadth in 
the region of posterior testis 1*3— 1*7 and in that of pharynx 0’68— 0'85, 
posterior end rounded, anterior end bluntly pointed ; subterminal mouth 
surrounded by a more or less laterally flattened oral sucker of 0*07 x 0*2 
size, situated 0*05 behind anterior end ; pharynx spherical of 0*28 diameter; 
oesophagus S-shaped, 0*51 long and 0*085 broad ; intestinal bifurcation at 
0*85 distance behind anterior end ; caeca lateral, passing into each other 
at hinder end to form an arc at 0*25 in front of posterior end. 

Gonads in posterior l/6tli part of body; ovary in between and 
alternating with testes ; anterior testis close inside and touching right 
caecum at 1 *7 from posterior end, 1 *1 from hinder testis and 0*8 from ovary, 
more or less spherical, measuring 0*8 — 0*85 in length; posterior testis 
0*6— -0*7 behind ovary from which it is separated by transverse vitelline 
ducts, spherical ; vas deferens from middle of body to cirrus sac; straight 
bulbous vesicula seminalis followed by ductus ejaculatorius ; genital pore 
ventral at posterior end of pharynx ; cirrus sac club-shaped consisting of 
a narrow duct like anterior part of 0*2 length and 0*07 breadth and a 
posterior dilated part of 0*4 length and 0*18 breadth extending upto 
middle of intestinal bifurcation. 

Ovary situated to the side opposite to that of anterior testis, 0*35 
inside corresponding csecum and 1*3 inside corresponding lateral body 
wall, 0*4 in front of posterior testis and 0*8 behind anterior testis, with 
entire margins and 0*3—0*35x0*2—0*25 in size; receptaculum seminis 
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well developed, inside ovary near median line and 0'25x0‘14 in size; 
shell gland mass, 0‘34 in diameter, with fringed margins, posterior to left 
side of ovary and not exactly between it and posterior testis as is usual 
in the genus; uterus runs downwards between ovary and posterior testis 
and then turns upwards to continue its forward course; convolutions 
arranged transversely in close contact with one another filling the body 
between intestinal bifurcation and posterior testis ; metraterm straight 
from intestinal bifurcation to genital pore. 

Vitellaria lateral, restricted to extreme edges throughout body 
length, extending over cseca at places and reaching uterine coils, not 
extending to the same level anteriorly, right transverse vitelline duct 
arises 0'45 behind anterior testis and runs downwards in a more or less 
straight course for 07 distance till it reaches anterior margin of posterior 
testis and turns slightly upwards for 0’4— 0‘5 distance to join left vitelline 
duct which arises r4 in front of posterior end; common vitelline duct 
of 07 length enters shell gland mass near junction of receptaculum 
seminis with it. Ova thin shelled and operculate ; immature ova yellowish 
brown, 04 18 x 0‘08 in size ; mature ova dark brown, 04 1 9 x 0'08 in size. 
Remarks : — 

This species differs from G. capellum, n. sp. in the uterine coils 
extending over intestinal caeca; in C. capellum the uterus is restricted 
to intercaecal zone. The general topography of the gonads is of Mutabile 
type and in this respect it resembles G. elongatim Harrah, G. olliqum 
Harrah, G. microstomim Creplin, G. ohsmrum Leidy, G. prohlematicum 
Stoss., G. ovapunctatum Stoss., G. viearium Kossack, G. orientalis Skrjabin, 
G. leidyi Harrah, G. pseudomierostomum Harrah, G. cuneatum Harrah, 
G. macrorehis Harrah and G. Zeder. From all the above mentioned 

species it differs in the size of the body and size ratio of gonads. It differs 
from G. mutabile, C. cuneatum and C. leidyi in the uterus overlapping cjeca. 
It resembles closely G. microstomum, G pseudvmicrostomum, G. obseurwn, 
and C. viearium in having testes of equal size. It, however, differs from' 
the last two in having pharynx larger than oral sucker and from the first 
two in position of genital pore, in the size ratio between testes and ovary, 
in body size and size of eggs. 


Cyclocoelum indicum, n. sp. 

Only two specimens of this species along with a few specimens of 
G. nebularium, n. sp. were obtained from the body cavity of one common 
green shank snipe — Glottis nebularia — in November, 1932. Length 20 27 
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and maximum breadth 4— 4'5 at the beginning of posterior fourth of body 
i.e.f at a distance of 2 5 in front of anterior testis. From this point 
forward the body tapers gradually to a small rounded anterior end; 
posterior end bluntly rounded, 2 ’5 -3 in breadth across posterior testis. 
Mouth subterminal, surrounded by a poorly developed rudimentary oral 
sucker of O’l diameter, situated atO‘1 from anterior end; pharynx 0'25 
from anterior end almost three times the size of oral sucker, 0'28 in 
diameter; straight oesophagus 0'58-07 long and 0085-0 13 broad; 
intestinal bifurcation 1 ’2 distance from anterior end, c 5 eca simple, lateral 
near body wall, uniting with each other at 0'2 distance dn front of poster- 
ior end to form an arc. Excretory bladder behind and parallel to poster- 
ior wall of intestinal arc, 0 55 in breadth, excretory pore dorsal at 
hinder end. 

Testes as usual in posterior region of body confined to intercsecal 
zone ; posterior testis not large enough to fill intestinal arc, more or less 
spherical with irregular margins, 0‘85— 0'93 in diameter, situated 0‘85 in 
front of hinder end, 0'15 in front of posterior intestinal arc and TO behind 
ovary ; anterior testis 1 ‘8 in front of ovary and 2‘2 in front of posterior 
testis separated from the latter by four or five uterine coils, to the left side 
touching intestinal caecum and spherical with regular margins, almost 
equal to posterior testis in size measuring 0'85 in diameter ; vas deferens 
runs in anterior half of body, straight vesicula seminalis ; ejaculatory 
duct in narrow neck of cirrus sac ; genital pore in mid-ventral line behind 
pharynx ; cirrus sac club-shaped with anterior one-third part narrow 
and tubular of 0'25 length and 0'06 breadth and posterior two- thirds 
dilated saccular part of 0'5 length and 0‘2 breadth. 

Ovary between testes and alternating with them forming three points 
of a triangle at 1 "0 from anterior testis, 0’4 from right caecum and 07 from 
right body wall, spherical with entire margins, 0'5— 0'6 in diameter, and 
separated from posterior testis only by shell gland- mass and transverse 
vitelline duct and uterine coils ; shell gland mass about the size of ovary and 
pressed against the right wall of the latter, spherical with fringed margins 
and 0‘5 in diameter; receptaculum seminis elongated with irregular 
margins inside ovary and 0'34X0‘17 in size. Vitellaria dense irregular 
masses of follicles confined to lateral margins of body extending right from 
lateral ends of excretory bladder to middle of oesophagus but not 
ending at the same level anteriorly, right extending more forwards 
than the left ; transverse vitelline ducts arise 2‘6 in front of posterior end, 
i.e., from posterior fifth of vitellaria; right transverse duct soon after its 
origin about level of posterior wall of shell gland mass bends and runs 
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closely outside and behind receptaculum seminis uterinum for 1 *0 before 
it joins the left duct; receptaculum seminis uterinum of 0‘5 x TO size 
situated horizontally behind shell gland mass, between it and right 
transverse vitelline duct; uterine coils widely separated extending 
over caeca and reaching body wall ; metraterm straight from intestinal 
bifurcation to genital pore; immature ova of yellowish brown colour 
and O’l 02x0*06 size filling first third part of uterus; mature ova, thin 
shelled with fully developed miracidia, measure 0*12 x 0*068 in size. 

Remarks : — 

C. indicum, n. sp., has the same topography of genital organs as 
characterises the Mutabile group. Among the so far known species of 
this group it resembles only the well-known species 0, microstomum 
Creplin and C. pseudomicrostomiim Harrah, but it differs from them in 
size of body, ratio between pharynx and oral sucker, size of ova and 
position of genital pore. It is distinguished from G. allahahadi, on 
account of greater breadth of body, size of ova, widely separated uterine 
coils and presence of receptaculum seminis uterinum. It differs from 
(?. eryihropis, n. sp., in size of body, large size of ovary and ova, presence 
of receptaculum seminis, shape and size of cirrus sac, position of genital 
pore and peculiar arrangement of uterine convolutions. 


Cyclocoelum erythropis, n. sp. 

A large number of specimens were obtained from the air sacs of the 
common dusky red shsitik- Tringa erythroptis near Allshahad. It is one 
of the commonest species of the genus met with at Allahabad from 
October to January. The largest number of parasites obtained from a 
single host was ten. Length 7*5—17 and maximum breadth 1*7— 2‘3 in 
the region of anterior testis, i.e., at the beginning of hinder fifth body ; 
posterior end rounded and 1*3 -1*7 in width; anterior end bluntly 
pointed, measuring 0 5 0 9 in breadth in the region of pharynx. 

Oral sucker, 0 15 in length and 0 1 in breadth, feebly developed and 
subterrainally situated, 0*1 behind anterior end. Pharynx 0*15—0*25 in 
diameter; oesophagus more or less straight, 0*5 -0*6 in length and 
0 085 in breadth, intestinal bifurcation 1*0 behind anterior end; cseca 
simple, uniformly wide, 015 in breadth, not so wide as in other species ; 
intestinal arc 0 15 in front of hinder end. Excretory bladder horizontally 
parallel to posterior wall of intestinal arc and longer than that in other 
species, measuring 0*12— 0*1 5x0*1 9-0*34 in size; excretory pore median 
dorsally situated at hinder end. 
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Gonads in posterior one-fifth part of body ; posterior testis not 
filling entire intestinal arc, median, 0'2 in front of the latter, spherical with 
regular margins and 0’5 — 0'68 in diameter ; anterior testis T2 — lo in front 
of posterior testis and separated from it by four or five uterine coils, more 
or less spherical with entire margins and almost equal to posterior testis 
in size, measuring 0'5— 0'68 in diameter ; vas deferens traced only in anterior 
fourth body ; vesicula seminalis straight and inside cirrus sac ; genital 
pore ventral just behind pharynx, cirrus sac somewhat club-shaped with 
anterior fourth part of 0’085— '12 x0‘07 size narrow and tubular, and the 
rest of 0'255 — 0‘36 x O'l 3 — O'l 8 size dilated and reaching middle of intestinal 
bifurcation. Ovary very small, spherical with entire margins, O'l 9 — 0'29 
in diameter, near right side 0'4— 0'6 inside corresponding body wall, 
in between but opposite to the testes, 1*3 behind anterior testis and 
0'5 — 0*7 in front of posterior testis from which it is separated only by 
shell gland mass and a single coil of uterus ; receptaculum seminis 
uterinum and Laurer’s canal absent ; shell gland mass spherical ; uterus 
runs forwards in closely situated coils extending laterally over caeca and 
reaching vitellaria in posterior three-fourths of body, in front of which 
it runs almost straight to intestinal bifurcation ; metraterm short. 

Vitellaria laterally pressed against body wall from intestinal bifurca- 
tion to lateral margins of excretory bladder, extending more forward 
on the side towards ovary ; transverse vitelline ducts arise between shell 
gland mass and posterior testis, the one towards ovary much shorter, one- 
third of the other in length ; yolk reservoir prominent, of 0'31 length. 

Thin shelled ova in first one-fifth part of uterus, yellowish brown 
and without miracidia, O'l x 0*08 in size. 

Remarks : — 

This species also belongs to Mutabile group of Morishita In having 
testes of nearly equal size it resembles C. microstomim, C. pseudomi- 
erosiortinwiy G» onacrorekis^ C. vicaviun^ G. allaJiahadi^ n. sp., and (7. ccipelluTii^ 
n. sp., but differs from C. maerorcUs and G. vicarium in having pharynx 
larger than oral sucker. It differs from the others':— (1) in the absence of 
receptaculum seminis, and receptaculum seminis uterinum, (2) small size 
of ovary and ova, (3) size of body, (4) characteristic arrangement of uterine 
coils which uniformly cover anterior half of intestinal cseca, (5) shape 
and extent of cirrus sac and (6) narrow breadth of intestinal c^ca. 

Cyclocoelum mehrii, n. sp. 

This is one of the commonest species met with in the common fan 
tail snipe-CapeHa gallinago gallinago. The infection does not appear to 
F. 8 
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be seasonal thoug*h it is highest in the months of November and Decem- 
ber when the greatest number of parasites obtained from a single host 
was twelve and the rate of infection more than sixty per cent In other 
months of the year the maximum number of parasites obtained was four 
and the rate of infection not more than thirty per cent Length 18 — 28 
and maximum breadth 3’4— 5 in front of anterior testis, i.e., at the begin- 
ning of posterior l/6part of body; breadth in region of posterior testis 
2*5 — 3*5 and that of pharynx 1*1 — 1*2; anteriorly and posteriorly the 
body narrows down till it ends into rounded ends ; subterminal oral 
sucker very rudimentary, visible only in sections, 0’085— O’l in diameter, 
roughly one-third of pharynx; pharynx muscular, spherical, 0‘27 in 
diameter, 0*25 behind anterior end; oesophagus S-shaped, roughly 0*6 — 0*8 
in length and 0*1 in breadth; intestinal bifurcation 0*7— 0*9 behind 
anterior end ; intestinal arc 0*4 in front of posterior end. 'Excretory 
bladder horizontally parallel to intestinal arc, 0*68 — 0*85 in length and 
0*18 — 0*25 in breadth ; excretory pore in mid-dorsal line at hinder end. 

Gonads in posterior one-fifth part of body; posterior testis 0*15 in 
front of posterior intestinal arc, spherical, entire and 0‘9-~r3 in diameter.; 
anterior testis more or less spherical, 0*85x0*7 — 0*1 in size, lateral, inside 
and touching one of the cseca, 0*3 — 0*5 from the corresponding lateral body 
wall and 2*5— 3*3 in front of posterior testis from which it is separated by 
four to five uterine coils; cirrus sac retort-shaped, extending behind 
anterior wall of intestinal bifurcation; vesicula seminalis of 0*42x0*18 
size; ductus ejaculatorius of 0*21 length and 0*07 breadth; genital pore 
ventral to middle of pharynx. Ovary between testes towards the side 
opposite to anterior testis, at 0*75 distance from corresponding lateral 
body wall, 2— 2*8 behind anterior testis, 1 — 1 *5 in front of posterior testis 
and separated from the latter by shell gland mass, transverse vitelline 
ducts, large receptaculum seminis uterinum and a coil of uterus, spherical, 
entire and 0*4— 0*6 in diameter ; shell gland mass more or less spherical 
with fringed margins, 0*4—0*68x0*4—0*6 in size, close behind ovary; 
receptaculum seminis small,- pear-shaped, inside ovary, 0*35 — 0*42 x 
0*17 — 0*22 in size, opening by a narrow duct into oviduct before entrance 
of the latter into shell gland mass. 

Vitellaria dense and confined to extreme edges of body overlapping 
cseca, extending from middle of intestinal bifurcation to lateral ends of 
excretory bladder; transverse vitelline ducts arise at different levels, 
one towards ovary at a higher level, i.e., 0*2 in front of posterior end, 
other 0'1 2 in front of posterior end ; yolk reservoir short, situated in 
the loop formed by receptaculum seminis uterinum and opens by a fairly 
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large, 07 long common vitelline duct into shell gland mass on its inner 
side before ^opening of receptaculum seminis and origin of uterus; 
receptaculum seminis uterinum runs transversely upto anterior margin of 
posterior testis and then turns forwards to form a loop which lies between 
and in the same line with posterior testis and ovary, uterine coils well 
separated from one another, overlapping cseca at places and extending 
forwards to intestinal bifurcation filling the body more or less completely ; 
metraterm straight, from intestinal bifurcation to genital pore; immature 
ova in first third part of uterus 0*115x0*058 in size, mature ova thin 
shelled with fully developed miracidia, dark brown, 0*1 2 x 0*068 in size- 

Remarks : — 

Cl mehrii has the topography of the Mutabile type, ia, the gonads 
form three points of a triangle with ovary in between testes. In 
unequal size of the testes and lateral extent of uterine coils it 
resembles C. problimaticum but differs from the latter in size of body, 
oral sucker being rudimentary and much smaller than pharynx and 
in the ratio of the testes and ovary, i.e., 2: 1 in‘C. mehrii and 3 : 1 in C 
probli^naticum. It is the largest species known in the genus measuring 
28 in length and is further distinguished by the large size of the gonads, 
ova, receptaculum seminis uterinum and pharynx. It differs from C. 
macrorchis and C. vicarium in having unequal testes, from C. mutabile 
and C. leidyi in the uterine coils passing over intestinal cseca and from 
C. obscurum and C. ovopunctatum in having pharynx much larger than 
the oral sucker. 

I dedicate this species to Dr. H. R. Mehra, under whom I had the 
pleasure of carrying on this work. 


Cyclocoelum lobatum, n. sp. 

Only one specimen of this parasite was obtained from the thoracic 
air sacs of each of the two common snipes, green sha.nk— Glottis nebularia 
examined. Size moderate, length 1 3 and maximum breadth 2*4 slightly 
in front of anterior testis, ie., at the beginning of posterior fourth of body ; 
posterior end bluntly rounded, 2*0 wide in the region of posterior testis ; 
anterior end rounded 0*85 in width in the region of pharynx. Oral sucker 
not seen in toto mount; pharynx muscular, spherical of 0*27 in diameter; 
straight oesophagus of 0*68 length and 0*1 width; intestinal bifurcation 
0*8 behind anterior end ; intestinal arc 0*45 in front of posterior end. 
Excretory bladder comparatively small but broad between posterior end 
^nd intestinal arc, 0*35 in length and 0*17 in width with terminal ends of 
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vitellaria on the sides ; excretory pore median and^dorso-terminal. Gonads 
in posterior one-fourth of body, ovary between testes and on the side 
opposite to that of anterior testis ; posterior testis median, almost spherical 
entire and 0*6—075 inlengrth and 0'55 — 0*7 in breadth; anterior testis slightly 
elongated and equal in size to posterior testis, inside and touching the 
corresponding intestinal caecum, 1*4 — 1*5 in front of posterior testis from 
which it is separated by a compact mass of uterine coils ; vesicula semi- 
nalis saccular, straight in posterior two-thirds of cirrus sac. Genital pore 
at middle of pharynx. Cirrus sac comparatively small reaching posteriorly 
just behind anterior end of intestinal bifurcation, anterior one-third narrow 
tubular part 0*16X0*07 in size and basal two-thirds dilated sac like 
0*33 X 0*2 in size. 

Ovary 0*15 inside the corresponding caecum, 1*2 behind anterior 
testis, close in front of posterior testis, separated from the latter only 
by transverse vitelline ducts, lobed and 0*4 — 0*5 x0*35—0*55 in size; 
shell gland mass, 0*3X0*17 in size, with fringed margins; recepta- 
culum seminis inside ovary near median line, 0*2 x 0‘ 15 in size, entering 
by a narrow neck at anterior margin of shell gland mass close to entrance 
of the oviduct. Vitellaria laterally situated from posterior end of cirrus 
sac right up to lateral margins of excretory bladder, ending anteriorly at 
the same level ; transverse vitelline duct of the same side as the ovary 
arises at a higher level, i.e., at 1*75 in front of posterior end; other 
transverse duct arises 1*5 in front of hinder end. The two ducts unite 
just behind ovary and laterally to shell gland mass to form a small rather 
inconspicuous common vitelline duct which enters the latter opposite to 
the opening of receptaculum seminis. 

Uterus emerges from posterior margin of shell gland and runs up- 
wards into a densely crowded mass of coils filled with ova up to anterior 
limit of hinder one-fourth of body in front of which coils become less 
dense and well separated, terminating near intestinal bifurcation ; recepta- 
culum seminis uterinum absent ; metraterm anterior to intestinal bifurca- 
tion. Ova thin shelled and non-operculate ; mature ova thin shelled 
with fully developed miracidia of dark brown colour, 0*1 1 9 x 0*068 in size. 

Remarks : — 

The topography of the genital organs is that of the Mutabile type. It 
resembles G. microstomum^ C. 'pseudomicrostomum^ C- macrorchis^ C. 
viearium in having the testes of equal size but differs from them in having 
a large pharynx, in the extremely reduced condition of oral sucker and 
lobed form of the ovary. It differs from all the known species of the 
genus in the posterior extent of the uterus, uterine coils forming a compact 
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mass and the lobed condition of the ovary. The vitellaria in this 
species extend anteriorly almost to the same level in both the arms, which 
is rather unusual for the genus. This species is also distinguished by the 
absence of receptaculum seminis uterinum. 


Explanation of Plates 


Fig. 

1, 

Cyclocoelitm nebularium. 

Fig. 

2, 

a 

straightum. 

Fig. 

3. 

c. 

capellum. 

Fig. 

4. 

a 

allahabadi. 

Fig. 

5. 

G. 

indicum. 

Fig. 

6. 

G. 

eryikropis. 

Fig. 

7. 

G. 

mehrii. 

Fig. 

8. 

C. 

lobatum. 



Lettering 

C.P. 

Cirrus Pouch. 

G.P. 

Genital Pore. 

LA. 

Intestinal Arc. 

I.C. 

Intestinal Caecum. 

O. 

Ovary. 

o.s. 

Oral Sucker. 

Oes. 

Oesophagus. 

Ph. 

Pharynx. 

R.S.U. 

Receptaculum Seminis Uterinum. 

R.S. 

Receptaculum Seminis. 

S.G1. 

Shell Gland. 

T. 

Testis. 

u. 

Uterus. 

V.D. 

Vitelline Duct 

ViL 

Vitellaria. 
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ing the ovary between the testes and in line with them, i.e., C. vagum type. 


Oesophagus. 

Cirrus sac. 

Vitellaria. 

Uterine coils. 

Ova. 

Host. 

Short coiled 
dorso-ven- 
trally. 

Short, tadpole 
like, mostly 
behind intes- 
tinal bifurca- 
tion. 

Between cirrus 
sac and pos- 
terior intesti- 
nal arc. 

Not reaching 
cseca. 

0067- 
0 077 

X 

0*037- 

0-043 

Chnjsolo- 
phus ptcia. 
Japan. 

S-shaped ; 

0-3 long. 

Spindle-shaped, 
behind in- 

testinal bifur- 
cation. 

Between intes- 
tinal bifur- 
cat i 0 n and 
posterior 
margin of in- 
testinal arc. 

Uterine ends 
d i r e c t e d 
somewhat 
posteri ad; 
slightly over- 
1 a p ping 
cseca. 

0*050- 

0*060 

X 

003- 

0*04 

Pliasimms 

sdniillas, 

Japan. 

S-shaped or 
straight 

Anterior 1/3 
tubular and 
p 0 s t;e r i 0 r 
saccular, end- 
ing just in 
front of intes- 
tinal bifur- 
cation. 

From middle of 
intestinal 
bifurcation to 
excretory 
bladder, i. e., 

■ behind intes- 
tinal arc. 

Uterine ends 
directed more 
or less post- 
eriad extend- 
ing laterally 
beyond cseca. 

1 

0*136 

X 

0*068 

Glottis 

mbularia, 

India. 

i 

I 
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Table II1 > — Showing diagnostic characters of the species of Gyclocoelum — in which uterus 

is restricted to the intercsecal zone. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE DIGENETIC TREMATODES OF 
THE MICROCHIROPTERA OF NORTHERN INDIA 

Peirt 1. — New species of the genus Pycnoporus Looss with a note on 
Anehitrema Looss 


By B. P. Pande, 

ZOOIvOGY DEJPARTMENT, ALLAHABAD UNIVERSITY, 

Communicated by Dr. H. R. Mehra, 

Received December 12, 1934. 

Introduction 

Hitherto the only contribution to the study of digenetic trematodes 
from Indian insectivorous bats is that made by Bhalerao (1926) 
from Burma. This paper, the first of a series dealing with the bat 
trematodes obtained in this part of the country, contains descriptions 
of two new species of distomes belonging to the sub-family Lecithoden- 
driinae Looss (family Lecithodendriidae Odhner) and to the genus 
Pycnoporus, representative of which had not been reported previously 
from this country. The parasites were found in the intestine of Nyetieejus 
dormeri, specimens of which were collected in a village fifteen miles north 
of Allahabad. A short note on the genus Anehitrema is appended. 

The work has been done under the supervision of Dr. H. R. Mehra 
to whom I am deeply indebted for his valuable guidance. 


Historical account of Pycnoporus 

In 1 899 Looss established this genus with Pycnoporus heteroponis 
Dujardin {Dist heieroporum Duj. 1845) as the type species and described m 
the same paper a new species from Egypt under the name P. acetabulatus. 
Dujardin in 1845 had placed his species in the subgenus Brachycoelmm^ 
but later the species was included in Lecithodendrium Lss, Luhe in 
1899 had expressed doubts about this inclusion as also that of Dist 
maerolaimuSj 3. species described by von Einstow in 1894 and ^ also put 
under Lecithodendrium • Braun in 1900 pointed out that Einstov s species 
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must be placed in the genus Pycnoporm. Another new species was 
described by Loossfrom Cairo in 1907 under the name P, inversus. Ozaki 
in 1929 gave an account of P. transversus along with a key to the species 
of the s'enus in which he included Linstow’s species as P. macrolaimus. 
Modlinger in 1930 redescribed P. heteroporus Dujardin. Stiles and Nolan 
in their Key-catalogue cite Linstow’s species under Lecithodendrimn . 


Pycnoporus loossii, n. sp. 

In the months of August and September 1934 five specimens of 
Nyeticejus dormeri were examined by me. Out of these three were found 
infected with this species : one yielding about twenty specimens, the second 
only one while the third gave me five specimens. The habitat of the 
parasites was the small intestine. 

The distomes are flat, small in size with the anterior end very mobile 
and measure 0‘63— 0*75 mm. in length. In comparatively younger forms 
they have the same breadth in the posterior half of the body but in older 
ones the maximum breadth, attained in the post-testicular region in the 
uterine zone, is 0'28 — 0‘36 mm. The cuticle is spinose and uni-cellular 
glands are present in the body anterior to the acetabulum. The oral 
sucker, nearly circular in outline, measures 0*037 mm. in diameter and 
is subterminal. A spherical prepharynx, measuring 0*01 mm. in diameter, 
is followed by the pharynx 0*015X0*02 mm. in dimensions. The oeso- 
phagus is a long thin tube with the intestinal bifurcation behind the 
anterior quarter of the body. The intestinal coeca are small elongated 
sacs ending a little in front of the acetabulum. The latter nearly twice as 
large as the oral sucker lies nearly at the middle of the body length and 
measures 0*074 mm. in diameter. In most cases however, it is nearly 
spherical in outline but is fixed in different shapes on account of its 
highly contractile nature. The excretory pore lies at the posterior end 
of the body leading into the V-shape bladder, characteristic of the genus. 
The genital pore is median and is situated directly in front of the 
acetabulum. 

The testes, more or less ovoid and placed behind the vitellaria slightly 
oblique to each other, lie laterally near the body wall. The testis of the 
ovarian side, measuring 0*1—0*125x0*075—0*087 mm. in size, is slightly 
larger than that on the other side which measures 0*087— 04 25 X0'0625- 
0 08 mm. in size. The membranous cirrus-sac, more or less spherical in 
shape, lies immediately in front of the acetabulum with nearly the whole 
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of its interior occupied by a much coiled vesicula seminalis. This latter 
is continued anteriorly into a small pars prostatica which leads into a 
small ejaculatory duct openings outside at the genital pore. Between the 
seminal vesicle, the ducts and the wall of the sac are interspersed the 
prostate gland cells. 

The dorsally located ovary is nearly pear-shaped in outline and lies 
to the left of the acetabulum, measuring 0'08x0'063 mm. in size. The 
oviduct arises from its hinder margin and runs posteriorly to enter the 
shell-gland complex, situated behind the acetabulum slightly to the left 
of the median line. In the shell-gland area a nearly rounded receptaculum 
seminis is discernible, while a little anterior to it the common yolk-reser- 
voir opens. The Laurer’s canal is present. The uterus on arising out 
of the shell-gland complex runs posteriorly between the testes, but behind 
the latter these descending coils lie mainly to one side of the body, and 
on reaching the posterior end the uterus turns anteriorly and forms similar 
coils on the other side of the body behind the testis of that side. Then 
this ascending limb passing forward in transverse coils in the region of 
the testes and dorsal to the acetabulum opens to the exterior through the 
genital pore. The vitellaria are situated laterally to the sides of the shell- 
gland area in two groups of six to eight follicles each. The group on the 
ovarian side lies between the ovary and the testis while that on the other 
is a little ahead in position, and extends anteriorly to the posterior limits 
of the acetabulum and posteriorly to the anterior limits of the testis of that 
side. The ripe eggs, elliptical in shape and yellow^ in colour, measure 
O’OI 5 — 0*01 75x0*007 mm. in size. 

This species resembles P. heteroporus^ P. aeetabulatus^ and P. 
iransversus in having spinose cuticle and the oral sucker being smaller 
than the acetabulum. It differs from P. heteroporus on account of the 
ratio between the two suckers (acetabulum in Dujardin’s species is very 
powerful and measures 0'32 mm. in diameter while the oral sucker 
measures 0 065 mm.), the position of the ovary, the slightly oblique posi- 
tion of the testes, the relative position of the vitellaria to the latter, and 
the size of the eggs (in P. heteroponis the length is 0 0819 — 0 021 and 
the breadth 0*008 and consequently the eggs are larger in this species). 
From P acetabulatus it is to be distinguished on account of its obliquely 
placed testes, the posterior position of the ovary (which is situated 
somewhat in front of the acetabulum in the former), the posterior posi- 
tion of vitellaria in relation to the acetabulum (in the Egyptian species 
the follicles are situated to the sides of the acetabulum, the uterus 
intervening between them and the testes) and the smaller size of the eggs 
F. 10 
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(which measure 0'023 xO 01 mm. in size in the species described by Looss). 
The new species can be differentiated from P. transversus on account of 
the position of the ovary and the position of the vitellaria. 


Pycnoporus indicus n. sp. 

Five specimens of this species were obtained from the small intes- 
tine of three out of eleven bats, Nycticejus dormeri^ examined by me in 
the months of March, April, August, September and December, 1934. 
Two of these infected bats yielded two specimens each while the third 
yielded only one. 

The distomes are thin and somewhat transparent so that a slight 
pressure of the cover-glass enables the internal anatomy to be elucidated 
under a low power of a microscope. The body is flat, elongated, some- 
what elliptical in shape and measures 1*43 — 1*59 mm. in length. Both 
the anterior and the posterior ends are more or less bluntly rounded but 
the posterior extremity appears to be slightly pointed. The breadth is 
maximum in the middle third of the body where the gonads are situated 
and measures 0*42 — 0*442 mm. The cuticle is smooth and a large number 
of uni-cellular cutaneous glands is present in the body anterior to the 
acetabulum. The oral sucker, 0*045 mm. in diameter, is ventrally 
situated and leads into the pharynx which measures 0*017 — 0*025 XO’22 — 
0*03 mm. in size. The oesophagus is long, measuring 0*25 mm. in length, 
and the intestinal bifurcation takes place in front of one-fourth of the 
body length from the anterior end. The intestinal cseca are short, wide 
sacs diverging laterally. The acetabulum, slightly smaller than the oral 
sucker, measures 0*035 mm. in diameter and is situated in front of one- 
third of body length from the anterior end. The ratio between the two 
suckers is 9 : 7. The excretory pore, situated at the posterior extremity 
of the body, leads into a small median stem which communicates with 
long spacious cornua of the V-shaped bladder, extending up to the 
posterior limits of the testes. The genital pore, in front of the acetabulum 
in the median line, leads into a small genital 'atrium. 

The testes, nearly spherical in shape, are situated obliquely to one 
another towards the lateral borders one on each side near the equator 
of the body. The testis on the ovarian side measures 0*156x0*121 while 
that on the other 0*17x0*86 mm. in size. The vasa efferentia arising 
from the anterior end of the testes pass forwards to carry the sperms to 
the coiled vesicula seminalis which occupies more than two-thirds of 
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the inside of the pseudo-cirrus sac. The latter is a large spacious struc- 
ture with its long axis parallel to body length and lies to the side of the 
acetabulum extending posteriorly much beyond the latter. It measures 
0‘27 X 0*086 mm. in size. The vesicula seminalis continues anteriorly into 
the small pars prostatica leading into a well-developed ductus ejaculator- 
rius, which is eversible as cirrus and opens into the genital atrium by a 
small pore. 

The ovary, oval in shape, lies to the side of the posterior part of the 
pseudo-cirrus sac, with its anterior limits extending to the level of the 
hinder border of, the acetabulum and measures 0*156 x 0*086 mm. in size. 
The oviduct arising from its posterior end passes to the median line to 
enter the shell gland mass which is located centrally near the posterior 
end of the pseudo-cirrus sac. It is here that the common yolk-reservoir, 
the receptaculum seminis of 0 * 05 x 0*037 mm. size, and the Laureris 
canal enter the mass. The uterus, after its origin from the mass 
of the shell gland passes posteriorly between the testes, and behind 
them it makes a few transverse coils before reaching near the posterior 
extremity of the body. It then runs forwards as the ascending uterus 
describing coils, longitudinal and transverse, behind the testes and then 
passes between them. It then passes forwards in a few coils to open into 
the genital atrium. The vitellaria are a group of eight to ten follicles 
lying on each side of the body in front of the testes. Anteriorly they 
extend to the level of the acetabulum. A vitelline duct from each group 
passes posteriorly to open into a common reservoir. The ripe eggs are 
oval in shape and yellow in colour, measuring 0 * 01 7 — 0*02 x 0 * 008—0 01 mm. 
in size. 

In having the smooth cuticle and the acetabulum smaller than the 
oral sucker this new species resembles P. macrolaimus and P. inversus 
but it differs from them both in the ratio between the two suckers, the 
size, the extent and structure of the pseudo-cirrus sac-characters which 
are of sufficient importance to warrant the creation of a new species. 
Looss did not make a comparison between his species, P inversus, and 
P. macrolaimus with which it is more related than with any other species 
of the genus. From the short account and the figure given by von 
Linstow his species appears to difier from P. inverstis on account of its 
greater breadth, nearly circular oral sucker, slightly lateral position of the 
genital pore in front of the acetabulum, more posterior testes and the 
greater length of the ova. 

The diagnosis of the genus Pymo'portis, as given by Looss and 
Stiles and Nolan, is slightly modified as follows: — 
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Small Lecithodendriinx; cuticle densely spinose or smooth; ora 
sucker smaller or larger than acetabulum ; pre-pharynx present or absent; 
pharynx followed by long oesophagus ; intestinal cteca short, ending in 
front of acetabulum. Genital pore close in front of acetabulum. Ex- 
cretory bladder V-shaped. Testes distinctly behind acetabulum in uterine 
zone, symmetrical or asymmetrical ; pseudo-cirrus sac with a large, coiled 
vesicula seminalis, pars prostatica and ejaculatory duct, in the neighbour- 
hood of acetabulum. Ovary in the vicinity of acetabulum; vitellaria 
pre-testicular, entirely post-csecal to right and left of acetabulum ; uterus 
in descending and ascending coils lying mainly post-testicular, entirely 
filling the body behind testes; eggs 15 — 23 x 7 — lip. Parasitic in intestine 
of insectivorous bats. 


Key to the species of Pycnoporus 


1. Acetabulum larger than oral sucker. 

Acetabulum very large and powerful 

Acetabulum not so large. 

Ovary post-acetabular ... 

Ovary pre-acetabular. 

Vitellaria lateral to acetabulum, with uterus 
intervening between the follicles and 
testes 

Vitellaria lateral to shell gland area, never 
extending anteriorly beyond posterior 
half of acetabulum and lying in front 
of’testes 

2. Acetabulum smaller than oral sucker. 

Pseudo-cirrus sac lies in front of acetabulum. 

Oral sucker circular and genital pore slightly 

lateral close in front of acetabulum 

Oral sucker longer than broad with its open- 
ing longitudinally placed and genital pore 
median just in front of acetabulum 

Pseudo-cirrus sac extends posteriorly much 
beyond acetabulum 


F. heteroporm. 


F, transversus. 


F, aeetabulalus. 


F. loossii, n. sp. 


P. macro laimns. 


F. inversus, 

F. indicus^ n. sp. 


Note on Anchitrema Looss 

Nycticejus kuhli and N. dormeri^ the common insectivorous bats 
available at Allahabad, are found to harbour in its rectum an interesting 
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Lecithodendrid worm — Anchitrema sanguinmm — first discovered by 
Sonsino in the gnt of Chamceleo vulgaris and described by him in 1894 as 
Disfomzcm sangzdneum. This species was fully described by Looss in 1896 
who found it in the intestine of chamaeleons and in the terminal part of 
the intestine of bat — Taphoxmis nudivmtris — in Egypt. Later Looss 
regarded this species as the type of a new genus, AncMtrezna^ created by 
him in 1899. Odhner reported the presence of this species in chamaeleons 
and bats — ■ Rhinolophus hippoerepis —hom Western Nile. Two of the 
fifteen bats examined by me from March to September 1934 were each 
found infected with only one specimen of this species. 

Description : — Body elongated, tongue-shaped, with a bluntly 
rounded anterior end and a pointed posterior end, measuring 3*23— 515 
mm. in length and 1*1 mm. in maximum breadth attained in the region 
of acetabulum, whitish in colour with intestinal caeca red on account of 
the blood of the host in them, spinose. Oral sucker subterminai, roughly 
circular in outline, measuring 0’29 — 0*41 x 0*32— 0'46 mm. followed by 
spherical pharynx, 0*12 mm. in diameter; oesophagus short; intestinal 
caeca long sinuous, dorsally situated, ending a little in front of posterior 
end. Acetabulum smaller than oral sucker, 0’27 — 0’32x0'37 mm. in size, 
located near union of first and second third of body length, ratio between 
the suckers being 5:4. A large number of uni-cellular glands in the body 
anterior to testes and acetabulum. Genital pore median, in front of 
acetabulum. Excretory pore terminal and bladder Y-shaped seen in 
sections. Testes oval, symmetrical, ventral and lateral to intestinal cseca 
with anterior ends nearly in level with posterior limits of acetabulum, and 
somewhat equal in size — the right one measuring 0 34 058x025 while 

the left one 0*34— 0*65x0*22-0*35 mm. ; pseudo-cirrus-sac just in front of 
acetabulum with a highly coiled vesicula seminalis, opening outside 
through pars prostatica and ejaculatory duct ; prostate gland cells well- 
developed. Ovary immediately post-testicular, median, dorsally situated, 
spherical and 0’24 — 0*27 mm. in diameter; shell-gland mass just behind 
ovary, also median ; Laurer’s canal dilated and coiled : receptaculum 
seminis absent ; uterus in descending and ascending transverse coils, 
occupying the entire post* testicular space, lying ventral to intestinal 
c^ca and extending laterally to vitellaria; metraterm well-developed, 
coiled, beginning in front of ovary, lying medianly between testes, 
dorsal and lateral to acetabulum; vitellaria well-developed, post- 
testicular, lateral to cseca near bodywall, follicles on right extending more 
posteriorly with 0*54 — 0 78 mm. space free from posterior end ’while on 
left 0*68-0*9 mm.; eggs numerous, oval, measuring 22 x 12p. 
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The apparent differences between these specimens and those 
described by Looss relate to the posterior extent of vetellaria and egg 
measurements, otherwise there is a close resemblance, and I think they 
belong to the same species — A. sanguineum. 

Anchitrema was placed under Dicrocoeliime by Pratt in 1902 but 
Odhner recognised the genus as belonging to the sub-family Lecitho- 
dendriinse. Poche follows the same course as regards the systematic 
position of the genus. Fiihrmann has included this genus under Pleuro- 
genetinse. 

The two important characters which make the position of the genus 
in the Lecithodendriinse rather questionable are the Y-shaped excretory 
bladder and the intestinal caeca extending post-acetabular to near the 
posterior end. In this respect Anchitrema resembles Eumagaeetes> Looss 
(Megacetes Lss.). But against this there is the general agreement in the 
arrangement of the genitalia, the terminal portion of the male duct the 
length of the ova and the host being insectivorous animal. Further in 
some Lecithodendriinse the excretory bladder is not typically V-shaped 
but has a tendency to become Y-shaped with a very small median stem. 
It is, however, considered proper to include this genus for the present in 
Lecithodendriinse. 

In his descriptions of treraatode parasites, Tubangui in 1928 records 
a new species of Plahjnosomtim^ P. philipinoromtim^ found parasitic in the 
Philippine bat, Scoiophilus temnicki. His identification of the parasite 
appears to me to be erroneous. I think the trematode belongs to Anchi- 
trema because of the armed cuticle, Y-shaped excretory bladder, 
preacetabular median genital pore (which is situated at oesophageal 
bifurcation in Platynosomurri)^ extracsecal testes (which is shown in his 
diagram but not mentioned in his description) and the habitat (generally 
the Dicrocoeliinse are parasitic in liver and gall-bladder). Tubangui 
describes the cirrus-sac as pear-shaped in his species but does not say 
whether it is muscular or membranous (the latter being the case in 
Anchitrema while former in Platynosomum). 

Explanation of the Plate 

Fig. 1, Dorsal view of a mounted specimen of Pycnoporus loossii^ 
n. sp. 

Fig. 2, Dorsal view of a mounted specimen of P. indicus^ n. sp. 

Fig. 3, Dorsal view of a mounted specimen of Anchitrema sangui* 
neum. 
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Key to lettering 

acet, acetabulum; c., cirrus; c.u., uterine convolutions; d.ej., ductus 
ejaculatorius ; g.o., genital opening; i.c., intestinal csecum; l.tj left testis; 
met., metraterm ; oes., oesophagus; o.s., oral sucker; ov., ovary; p.g., 
prostate gland cells; p.p., pars prostatica; ph., pharynx; ps. s., pseudo- 
cirrus-sac ; r.s.. receptaculum seminis ; r.t, right testis ; sh. g., shell gland 
complex; v. sem., vesicula seminalis; vit, vitellaria ; y r., yolk reservoir. 
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NEW HEMIURIDS (TREMATODA) FROM INDIAN 
FRESH-WATER FISHES 

Parti — “New Distomes of the Genus Lecithaster Luhc, 1901, from 
Clupea ilisha.” 

By Har Dayal Srivastava 

Zoology Departmemt, University of Allahabad 
Communicated by Dr. H. R. Mebra 
Received October 29, 1934. 

One of the common fresh-water fish in the market in Northern India 
is Olupea ilisha, known as Helsa in vernacular. The fish is found in large 
numbers in the local rivers for about eight months in the year. It becomes 
rare towards the end of summer and almost totally disappears during 
the rainy season. It is found infected with a large number of interesting 
helminths in different seasons. In winter it is found infected with several 
interesting trematodes belonging to the sub-families Sterrhurinse, Leci- 
thasterinse, Dinurinae and Fellodistominae and cysts of cestode larvae. 
In summer the Trematode infection clears off and instead the fish is 
parasitised by Acanthocephala and Linguatulids. In this paper I give 
an account of two new species of Lecithaster. 

The genus was established by Duhe in 1901 for List, bothryo- 
phoron Olsson, 1868, which Odhner in 1905 showed to be actually Dish 
gibhosm Rud., 1 802. Subsequently the following species have been de- 
scribed under the genus, Lecithaster .‘ L. confusus Odhner, 1 905, L. stellatus 
and L. galeatus Eooss, 1907, L. anisotrema MacCallum, 1921, Tj. lindburgi 
Layman, 1930, and L. aalwoms Yamaguti, 1934. The account of the two 
species described by Looss in 1 907, i.e., L. stellatus and L. galeatus, is very 
meagre and is insufficient for correct identification. The two species, 
however, cannot be retained under Lecithaster on account of the charac- 
ter of the ovary which, according to Looss, is unlobed. Yamaguti in 1 934 
described a parasite from the intestine of a Japanese Fish Salickoeres 
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poeeilopterus under the name L. stellatus Looss, which differs from lyooss’ 
specimen in the character of the ovary which is 4-lobed and the shorter 
length of the vesicula seminalis which does not extend behind the aceta- 
bulum. The Japanese species obviously is a very different parasite from 
L. stellatus, L, anisotrema MacCallum has rig;htly been considered by 
Man ter, 1931, a synonym of Brachadena pyriformis Linton, 1910. Yamaguti 
in 1934 has assigned LJ lindburgi to Tubulovesicula Yamaguti, 1934. 


Lecithaster indicus, n. sp. 

This species represents a common parasite in the intestine of 
Clupea ilisha at Allahabad. The rate of infection in winter is nearly 100% 
when practically every fish is found harbouring the parasite. The number 
of parasites in a single host varies from 8 to 20. The distomes live firmly 
attached to the wall of the intestine and do not come out as soon as the 
gut is cut open in salt solution. In the living condition they are light 
brown in colour and lack any marked power of contraction and expansion. 
When alive they attach themselves by means of their powerful ventral 
sucker and move their ends in a leech-like manner. In salt solution they 
can live for 10 — 12 hours. 

The body is muscular, fusiform or spindle-shaped with a nearly 
uniform diameter, except at the ends which are bluntly pointed. The 
body is smooth and entirely devoid of spines or cuticular denticulations. 
Sexually mature worms in balsam mounts measure 0*95 — 1*7 * in length 
and 0*24 -- 0*43 in maximum breadth which lies across the region of the 
acetabulum. Unicellular cutaneous gland cells are present in fairly large 
numbers in the preacetabular region behind which they occur only 
sparsely. 

The suckers are well developed and muscular. The sub-terminal oral 
sucker is slightly broader than long measuring 0*065—0*083 x0*083 — 0*11 
in size. The acetabulum, 0*16 — 0*17 in diameter, is situated a little behind 
the intestinal bifurcation at about the middle of anterior half of body. 
The oral sucker opens posteriorly into a very small prepharynx visible in 
sections only. The pharynx is muscular and oval measuring 0*06 — 0*07 x 
0*048 — 0*063 in size. A short but definite oesophagus of 0*04 — 0*063 length 
is present. The caeca are long and sinuous with crenated margins 
extending posteriorly to a little distance in front of the hinder end. 
They are equal in length. The oral sucker, prepharynx, pharynx, oeso- 

* All measurements are in mm. 
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phagus and a small length, 0'07— O'l, of the caeca are all lined internally 
with cuticle. 

The testes, two in number, are small, spherical or transversely oval 
structures with markedly indented outline, situated symmetrically or 
asymmetrically, one on each side, close behind the acetabulum in the 
second quarter of body. The right testis, of 0'07—0'09 x 0‘07 — O'l 2 size, is 
slightly smaller than the left which measures 0'9— O'll x 0’07— O'l in size. 
The vesicula seminalis is an undivided bulb-shaped structure of O'l 4 — 0'16x 
0'06-0'12 size lying in the intercaecal space with its posterior two-thirds 
length extending behind the acetabulum upto the hinder margin of 
testes. The pars prostatica is a fairly long, O'l 6—0*1 9, tube lined inter- 
nally by a row of rectangular cells with prominent nuclei, and is 
surrounded by a large number of flask-shaped prostate gland cells, which, 
as in other hemiurids, lie free in the parenchyma. Anteriorly it opens 
into the posterior tip of the sinus sac and after receiving the metraterm 
from the right side continues into a tubular genital sinus or ductus 
hermaphroditicus of 0‘09— O'l length. The latter is surrounded by a 
pyriform sinus sac measuring 0'09— O'l x 0'04— 0'05 in size, i.e^ half the 
length of pars prostatica. The genital sinus opens on the ventral surface 
at the level of intestinal bifurcation or just in front of it. It is usually 
median but sometimes is shifted slightly to one side. 

The ovary of 0'23— 0'33 x O'l — 0'22 size consists of four elongated bulb- 
shaped lobes all connected together in the centre and measuring O'l — 
0'16X0'05— 0'07 in size. It is situated in the posterior three quarters of 
the body partly overlapping the cseca. A well developed, bulb-shaped 
receptaculum seminis of O'l 2—0' 17 x 0'06-0'09 size is situated in the 
intercaecal space just in front of the ovary. Taurer’s canal is present. 

The vitellaria, 0'21— 0'24x0'12— 0'13 in size, consists of seven finger- 
shaped lobes with saccular distal ends, varying from O'l 2— O'l 7x0*03— 
0*44 in size and are all connected together in the centre. It is situated 
in the median line close behind the ovary overlapping the caeca. The 
shell gland complex lies between the ovary and vitellaria. 

The uterus is arranged in irregular longitudinal coils extending 
from the acetabulum to a little distance in front of the posterior end. 
Terminally the uterus is continued into a short, 0 03 x O'OOS, metraterm 
which enters the sinus sac to form the genital sinus. The male and 
ducts do not unite outside the sinus sac, r he eggs are numerous, 
small and operculate, measuring 0'01.5— 0*02 x 0 007—0*01 in size. 

The excretory bladder is of the usual hemiurid type, i.e., Y-shaped 
with the cornua uniting dorsal to the pharynx. 
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In its relationship the species stands nearest to L. sahnonis Yamaguti, 
1934. But it differs from the latter in the length of the c^eca, extent of 
vesicula seminalis, shape of testes and of ovarian and vitelline lobes, 
position of genital pore and the much smaller size of eggs. 

Host—Gluv^a ilisha. 

Habitat — Intestine. 

Locality — Allahabad (Rivers— Ganges and Jumna.) 


Lecithaster extralobus, n. sp. 

The parasite has a smooth, muscular, spindle-shaped body, tapering 
at both ends. Undpr slight pressure it measures 1’44 in length and 0*47 
in greatest breadth across the vesicula seminalis. Suckers are spherical 
and muscular. The subterminal oral sucker, of 0*08 diameter, is smaller 
than the acetabulum which measures 0*16 across and is situated at the junc- 
tion of the first and second quarters of body. The ratio between oral and 
ventral suckers is 1 ; 2. Prepharynx and oesophagus are absent. Pharynx 
highly muscular and globular, 0*06 in size. Cseca first run at right angles 
to pharynx and then turn downwards extending in a sinuous course to the 
hinder end. Oral sucker, pharynx and anterior horizontal portion of 
caeca are all lined internally with cuticle. The caeca are of unequal 
length ; the left being larger extending to posterior tip while the right 
ends a little in front of the latter. 

Testes, two in number, are more or less ovoid in shape and lie 
asymmetrically, one on each side, behind the acetabulum. The left testis, 
0*4 in size, is more cephalad, lying just behind acetabulum while the right 
of 0*6 size is situated some distance behind ventral sucker in close contact 
with ovary. Vesicula seminalis is fairly large in size, measuring 04 7 x 0*09, 
and is slightly constricted in the middle, situated in the median line 
obliquely behind acetabulum, extending posteriorly upto anterior margin 
of right testis and receptaculum seminis. Pars prostatica is a straight 
tube of 0*21 X 0*03 size, lined internally with flat cells with prominent 
nuclei and is surrounded all along its length with well developed prostate 
gland cells which are flask-shaped with long flowing necks. Anteriorly it 
enters the sinus sac at its posterior tip to continue as the genital sinus 
after receiving metraterm from the right. The sinus sac measures 
0*09 X 0*04 in size. The genital pore is ventral, median, just behind intes- 
tinal bifurcation. 

Ovary, 0*23x0*31 in size, consists of five huge lobes which are all 
connected in the centre and lies just behind the anterior half of body in 
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the median line partly overlapping caeca. Receptacnltim seminis is a 
large elongated sac-shaped structure, 0‘17X0’08 in size, situated slightly 
to the left side between vesicula seminalis and ovary. Vitellaria, 019 x 0*29 
in size, consist of eight finger-like lobes, as in Hysteroledtha microrekis 
Yamaguti, 1934, with swollen ends lying immediately posterior to ovary. 
The lobes are all connected anteriorly in the median line and are disposed 
in a characteristic manner in two groups of four each, one group lying on 
either side of median line. An irregularly lobed shell gland mass, 
0*04 X 0*05, lies between ovary and vitellaria. Uterus is well developed 
and stuffed with numerous golden yellow eggs, extending in longitudinal 
coils from vesicula seminalis to a short distance in front of posterior end. 
The eggs are oval and thin-shelled, measuring 0*015x0*01 in size. The 
excretory bladder is as in L. indicus. 

Besides differences in the size of the various organs this species 
differs from all the species of the genus in the absence of oesophagus, 
unequal length of cseca, and in having the ovary divided into five instead 
of four and the vitellaria into eight instead of seven lobes. 

Host — Clupea ilisha* 

Habitat— Stomach. 

Locality — Allahabad (Rivers — Ganges and Jumna). 

I am deeply indebted to Dr. H. R. Mehra under whom this work 
was carried out for his valuable help and guidance. Thanks are 
due to Dr. D. R. Bhattacharya for providing me laboratory facilities in the 
Department. I am grateful to the Trustees of the Lady Tata Memorial 
Trust, Bombay, for the grant of a research scholarship for investigations 
in Helminthology. 


Explanation of Figures 


Fig. 1. 

Ventral view of 

Fig. 2. 

5) 5? J) 

Act. 

I 

Acetabulum. 

G. p. 

Genital pore. 

G. s. 

Genital sinus. 

I. c. 

Intestinal csecum. 

M. 

Metraterm. 

O. s. 

Oral sucker. 

Oes. 

(Esophagus. 

Ov. 

Ovary. 



ZIOOLOGY : H. D. SRIVARTAVA 


P. gh Prostate glands. 

P. p. Pars prostatica. 

Ph. Pharynx. 

R. setn. Receptaculum seminis. 

S. gl. Shell gland. 

S. s. Sinus sac. 

T. Testis. 

Ut. Uterus. 

V. sem. Vesicula seminalis- 
Vit. Vitellaria. 
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SOME POLYPORACE^a FROM THE CENTRAL PROVINCES 
By P. R. Bhagwagar 


Department of Botany, University of AXvEAhabad 
Communicated by Prof. J. H. Mitter 
Received March 9, 1935 


A large collection of Polyporaceae was made in 1930 during the 
rainy season from Jubbulpore, Khandwa, Burhanpur and other places 
in the Central Provinces. My search for these fungi extended over only 
a brief period, and it is therefore certain that the collection does not 
include all the Polyporaceae likely to occur at these stations during the 
monsoon. It must also be noted that the collection was more or less 
confined to these towns and their near vicinities. The fact that a fairly 
large collection of all the genera of Polyporaceae could be made in a short 
time from so limited an area would go to show the abundance of the 
Polyporaceae at these places* Almost all the forms collected have been 
investigated and their structure studied in detail. I am here describing 
only five of the collected species which deserve a special mention. 

(1 ) Polyporus indicus Mass, 

Locality and Habitat-collected from Jubbulpore in August, 1930, 
growing singly on a log of Acacia arahica. 

Pileus ... Stipitate, fan-shaped, thinning out towards the 

margin, coriaceous when fresh, stiffens on drying. 
Margin ... ... Thin, reflexed and sterile. 

Upper Surface ... Rough with wrinkles, concentrically zonate. 


almost Sulphine yellow in colour, margin of 
somewhat deeper tinge. 

Hymenial Surface ... Saccardo’s umber in colour, pores very minute, 

angular, and regular. Pore tubes about 1 — 1*5 
c.m. long, quite distinct from the context which 
is Sanford’s brown. 

Spores ... ... Globose, Sanford’s brown, about 4*2— 5*6 mic, in 

diameter. 
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(2) Polyporus agariceus Berk — 

lyocality and Habitat — Collected from Khandwa in August, 1930. 
Growing singly on a wounded branch of Fims religiosa. 


Pileus 

Margin 
Upper Surface 
Hymenial Surface 


Spores 


Stipitate, fan-shaped, 2xr2c.m., partly soft and 
coriaceous. 

Very thin, fertile, wavy and partly reflexed. 

Smooth to touch, cobalt-red in colour. 

Almost of the same colour as the upper surface, 
pores large, elongated, roughly hexagonal, pore 
tubes extremely short. 

Subhyaline, very small, somewhat sub-globose, 
1 ‘4 — 2’5 mic. in diameter. 


(3) Polyporus etificularis, (Bull.) Pat. 

Locality and Habitat— collected from Jubbulpore in August, 1930, 
growing in clusters on a log of wood, and also from Burhanpur 
in August, 1930. 

Pileus ••• ••• Dimidiate, arc-.shaped, about 4 — 12 c.m. long, 

some of them were resupinate, forming scattered 
patches of varying sizes on the log, and | - 1 c.m. 
thick, hard and brittle in dry condition. 

Thick, broad, wavy and fertile. 

Smooth, colour varies in tone, red, scarlet red, 
and some old specimens of Burnt-Sienna. Very 
thin cuticle, and inconspicuously zonate. 

Prof. Bose collected Polyporus Cuticularis in 1918 from Darjeeling. 

The upper surface of his specimen was hairy. Dr. J. H. Mitter and 
R N Tandon collected the same species from Naini Tal in 1928 which 
was also hairy on upper surface. In my specimen hairs are lacking. 
Development of hairs in Darjeeling and Naini Tal specimens is prob.ably 
due to severe cold or frost. 

Almost of the same colour as the upper surface. 
Pores circular, pore-mouths torn, pore tubes about 


Margin ... 
Upper Surface 


Hymenial Surface 


i-i c. m. long. 


Context 
F. 12 


Pale-auburn, fibrous, fairly thin and shining. 
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Basidia 

. Shrivelled up, and almost hyaline- 

Spores 

. Some roundish, some almost oval, 5 — 7'5niic. 
in diameter. 

(4) Poria Calcea (Fr.) Bres=Poria vulo'aris var. Calceator. 

locality and Habitat— collected from Jut)bulpore in August, 
1930. Growing as scattered patches only on the bark of a 
log of wood. 

Pileus 

Resupinate, scattered patches of varying size 
and thickness, 4 — 8 m.m, thick, coriaceous in 
fresh state, on drying it becomes somewhat hard 
and brittle, upper surface smooth and glossy. 

Hyinenial vSurface 

White-bi'own, pores very minute, unequal in size, 
somewhat angular and not uniform. Pore tubes 
short. 

Basidia and spores 

Not found. 

(5) Fomes pallidus — Petch. 

Locality and Habitat— collected from Jul)bulpore in August, 

1 930 from the trunk of a tree. 

Pileus 

Odouriferous, smooth, hard, resupinate with 
bracket-forming tendency. Some of them entirely 
resupinate, some with bracket formations, vary- 
ing in size from r5 — 4\5 c.m. 

Margin 

In bracket forms it is broad, thick and sterile; 
in resupinate ones it is thin, wavy and sterile, 
and mars-yellow in colour. 

Context 

Whitish-bufF, about ’5 — 1*5 m.m, thick. 

Hynienial Surface 

Maize-yellow, pores angular and elongated, 
dissepiments of the pores thick, pore tubes vary 
in depth from 5 — 8 m.m. and concolorous with 
the context. 

Spores 

Not found. 

I am indebted to Prof. J. H. Mitter for his suggestion of the problem 
and also to Prof. S. R. Bose, who had very kindly identified the 
collection. 
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Explanation of Plate I 


P. A. 

... Polyporus a^ariceous, Berk, showing the upper 
and the hynieniai surfaces of the sporopliore. 

P. Cal. 

Poria calcea (Fr.). Bres,= Poria vulgaris Var. 
calceator, showing resupinate patches. 

P. C. 

... Polyporus cuticularis, (Bull) Pat. 

P. I. 

• . . Polyporus indicus, Mass. 

F. P. 

... Femes pallidus, Fetch. 




DETERMINING SIZES OF MANGUM TERRACE OUTLETS 


By a. T. Mosher, 

Agricultural Institutk, Allahabad 
Communicated by Mr. Mason Vaugli 
Received January 19, 1935 


The usual method of desiRuinj^- small open channels for agricultural 
purposes where extreme accuracy is not necessary is: (l) to find the 
quantity of water to be handled in cubic feet per second as determined 
by the area to be drained and the rate of run-off ; and (2) by trial and 
error, assuming- different ditch dimensions, to experiment until a com- 
bination of dimensions is found which will handle the necessary amount 
of water per second and at the saiiie time give the water a velocity 
which is not excessive for the type of soil in which the channel is to be 
located. 

The first of these operations is outlined in the simple formula: 




AE^ 

86,400 


in which Q is the discharge in cubic feet per second, A is the area to 
be drained (in square feet), and R is the depth of water (in feet) to be 
removed from the soil in twenty-four hours. 

Example : — What will be the discharge in cubic feet per second 
necessary to remove 6 inches of water from 5 acres of land in 24 hours ? 

J[=(5) (43,560) = 217,800 square feet 
22 — 2 or 0'5 feet 


.1 (217800) (0-5) .... 

then Q = SM^O ~ cubic feet per second. 

The second operation is performed with the help of Elliott's Open- 
Bitch Formula^ which is 

"=^/(f)F) 


in which U is the mean velocity in feet per second, a is the area of the 
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cross-section of the ditch in square feet, p is the wetted perimeter of the 
channel in feet, and is the fall along the channel in feet per mile. 

jEicampZe: — What will be the mean velocity in an open ditch 8 feet 
wide and 4 feet deep with 2 : 1 side slopes and a fall of 20 feet per mile? 



a = ( j (4) = 24 square feet 

p 4 + 2//4^-f2^ = 12*94 feet 
h = 20 

= 7'45 feet per second. 

Thus by assuming widths and depths, one can experiment until he 
finds a combination of width and depth, which, with the fall available, 
will give the necessary discharge without exceeding the allowable 
velocity in the soil type concerned. 

The difficulty with this procedure is that, while it is simpler than 
the use of the more exact Chezy-Kutter formula, it still presents too 
many complications for the average Intermediate or even B.Sc. graduate 
in agriculture to apply by himself without more expert help. If the use 
of the Mangum terrace is to spread into general use as a major method 
of soil erosion control, some method of deciding on outlet channel 
dimensions must be devised which will be very simple in application, yet 
dependable in results. 

Such a method may be developed by the following procedure: 

(1) Standardixe the type of ditcfi surface. 

For most Indian conditions a sodded channel oflfers the most 
advantages. It is productive; the grass may be cut to be 
used as feed. It is economical, being cheap to construct 
and requiring none of the materials necessary for wooden 
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or masonry channels. It resists erosion, having- a much 
more stable surface than any type of soil without vegeta- 
tion and thus allowing- greater velocities without harm to 
the channel. 

(2) Standardize the ratio of channel iridlh to channel depth. 

From the standpoint of cost of excavation, a ditch which is 
twice as wide as it is deep is most economical. Further- 
more, when used with 2:1 side slopes, it gives the maximum 
discharge with the minimum velocity of any common 
channel shape. 

(3) Standardize the slope along the ditch. 

If these three stmidardizations are made, it becomes possible to 
develop a formula and from it to compile a single table in which any- 
one can locate the required outlet dimensions if he knows (1) the area 
to be drained, and (2) the maximum run-off probable in any period of 
24 hours. 

Every Intermediate or B.Sc. graduate in agriculture should be able 
to compute areas and the probable run-off in 24 hours is so definitely 
indicated by geographical location that each student can be shown in the 
classroom what the maximum probable run-off in his section of the country 
may be. 

Derivation of the Formula,'--'T\\e iorm\i\ 2 L used in making this table 
is a very simple derivation from the two equations already given. 


and upon the third formula that: 

(3) Q = aV 

where Q is the discharge in cubic feet per second, a is the cross-sectional 
area of the channel in square feet, and Fis the mean velocity in feet per 
second. 

Standardizing the width of the channel as twice the depth makes 
it possible to find the cross-sectional area (a) and the wetted perimeter 
(p) of the channel in terms of the width {a). 
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Standardized Relationship 


2h — d 
2 


(rf) 





(I) a = *375 

Also J3 = ( + 2 ^^2 + Jlj' 

= {>r-d) + 2. 

= w-d+2 (ni8 d) 

= 1*236 d 

= ?^^’ + 0*618 iv 

(II) p=r6l8'?r 

It is obvious that h (fall in feet per mile) is equal to 52*8^ where $ is 
the % slope (fall in feet in 1 00 feet) inasmuch as there are 5280 feet in 
one mile. 

These values may now be substituted in the Elliott Formula : 
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with the following results : 

= //C2317 ir) (79-2s) 

=/yi8'35 ws 

(III) F' = 18'35?rs. 

but since Q = aV (Formula 3 ; page 394), 

r=Q 

a 

and 

Now a='375 (see I), and F* = 18'35 vrs, (see III) ; 

Therefore, 18'35 irs = — 2 T* 

’ ( 375 -iry 


Then, . 2 ‘580 yr=s = (3* 


■ir 


2 58 s 


(IV) And, 





Ql^ 

2-58 s 


We now have a formula by means of which a table can be made 
showing for a particular value of s the width of channel necessary to 
give a certain discharge. 

Since the accepted engineering practice is to design a channel to 
run 8 full at full capacity, the factor 5/4 should be inserted to care for 
this. The formula then assumes its final form : 


(V) 



2-58 s 


Limiting Velocities : 

It is impossible to keep the slope of the channel and the relation 
fo depjffe constant without varying the velocity of flow. For this 

reason it is necessary to determine the point at which the slope must be 
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reduced in order not to exceed the velocity at which erosion of the channel 
itself would occur. 

No data on the allowable velocity in sodded channels is known to 
this writer. In volume 2 of his book '' Irrigation Practice and Engi- 
neering,” Etchverry gives the following as maximum values of mean 
velocities safe against erosion : 


Material 


Mean Velocity 
(in feet per second) 


Very light pure sand, quicksand character 

Very light, loose sand 

Coarse sand or light sandy soil 

Average sandy soil 

Sandy loam 

Average loam, alluvial soil, volcanic ash soil 

Firm loam, clay loam 

Stiff clay soil, ordinary gravel soil 

Coarse gravel, cobbles, shingles 

Conglomerates, cemented gravel, soft slate, tough . 

hardpan, soft sedimentary rock 
Hard rock 
Concrete 


075 to TOO 
I *00 to 1 ‘50 
r50 to 2 00 
2‘00 to 2*50 
2*50 to 275 
275 to 3*00 
3*00 to 375 
4*00 to 5 *00 
5 ‘GO to 6*00 

6*00 to 8*00 
10*00 to 15*00 
15-00 to 20*00 


In view of this data, it has been decided to use a limiting value of 
7 5 feet per second in these tables. This may seem to be too high. It 
has been chosen with regard to the following considerations : 

(1 ) That a terrace outlet is used only a very small part of each 

year. 

(2) That the periods when the channel will be filled to capacity will 

come perhaps once in two or three years and will then last 
only a few hours. 

(3) That the maximum flow will occur at that time of year when 

the grass is growing rapidly so there should be practically 
complete sod covering on the soil. 

Using, then, a value of 7*5 feet per second as a maximum velocity 
we arrive at the allowable width of channel as follow^s : 

In developing formula III, page 396, we have the relationship : 


V—^ 18*35 ivs 


By assigning values to 5 , and replacing V with 7*5 feet per second, w^e 
can find the desired maximum channel width allowable. 

F. 13 
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Because of ease of calculation by the student or graduate construct- 
ing a channel and of adequacy to most conditions, slopes of 1% and 
0 5% have been decided upon for this table. For the 1% slope then, and 
the maximum velocity of 7*5 feet per second, the limiting value of iP 
is found. 

18-35 s?r 

7‘5=yi8-35 w (1) 

7*5 = 4-28y“ 

"■= (^r)' 

?a’= 3 06 feet, which is the maximum width 
of a channel when w = 2d ; 5 = 1 %; side slopes are 2:1; surface of 
the channel is sodded; and the maximum mean velocity is 7*5 feet per 
second. 

Similarly, for a 0*5% slope : 

F=/v/ |8’35 9n s 

7*5 = a / 18-35 w ( 0 * 5 ) 

7*5=/v/9‘175 w 

7 5 ~3 03/vF 7/,7 



?p = 6*13 feet, which is the maximum width 
of a channel when 9r = 2d\s = 0*5%; side slopes are 2:1; surface of 
the channel is sodded; and the maximum mean velocity is 7*5 feet 
per second. 

Since, however, the channel widths shown in the table are to be 5/4 
the width and depth necessary for capacity operation, these limiting 
widths will be shown as 5/4 of the above values and will become : 


For 1% slopes ...... 3*83 feet 

For 0‘5% slopes 7*66 feet 

Compilation of Table. 


With the foregoing data we may now form the table desired. Table I 
shows the value of or the necessary discharge in cubic feet per 
second, for different areas and to handle different maximum rates of 
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run-off. Table II gives ?r, the necessary width of channel for these same 
areas and maximum rates of run-off. 

The conditions represented by the blank spaces at the upper left-hand 
corner on Table II are those in which less than I cubic foot of water needs 
to be handled and which would therefore demand only a very small 
ditch. Under such conditions it is probably unnecessary to establish a 1% 
slope for the outlet but a sodded strip 4 feet wide and 9 inches lower in 
the center than along the two sides and following the slope of the field 
will probably be sufficient 

As noted in Table II, the central portion of the table between the two 
heavy dividing lines pertains to channels with a slope of 1 % ; while the 
small section below the second heavy line and in the lower right-hand 
corner of the table pertains to channels with a 0'5% grade. 


Table I 
Values of Q 


Inches of Maximum Run-off in 24 Haurs 



1 

4 

8 

12 

16 

20 

1 

•042 

•168 

•336 

*504 

•672 

*840 

2 

•084 

•336 

•672 

1-008 

1-344 

1-680 

4 

•168 

•672 

1*344 

2-016 

2-688 

3-360 

6 

•252 

1-008 

2-016 

3-024 

4-032 

5*040 

8 

‘336 

1-344 

2*688 

4-032 

5*376 

6-720 

10 

•420 

1-680 

3 360 

5-040 

6720 

8-400 

12 

•504 

2-016 

4*032 

6048 

8064 

10-080 

14 

•588 

2-352 

4-704 

7-056 

9-408 

11-760 

16 

•672 

2-688 

5-376 

8064 

10-752 

13*440 

Area 18 

•756 

3-024 

6*048 

9-072 

12-096 

15-120 

20 

•840 

3-360 

6-720 

i 10-080 

13*440 ! 

16*800 

in 22 

•924 

3-696 

7*392 

i 11-088 

14-784 

18*480 

24 

1‘008 

4-032 

8-064 

i 12-096 

i 16*128 

1 20*160 

Acres 26 

1-092 

4 368 

8-736 

13-104 

; 17-472 

1 21-840 

28 

1-176 

4-704 

9*408 

14-112 

18-816 

i 23-520 

30 

1-260 

5-040 

10*080 

15-120 

1 20-160 

1 25 - 20 C > 

35 

1*470 

5-880 

11*760 

17-640 

1 23-520 

! 29 - 40^1 

40 

1-680 

6-720 

13-440 

20-160 

1 26*880 

33-600 

45 

1-890 

7-560 

15*120 

22-680 

i 30-240 

37-800 

50 

2-100 

8-400 

16-800 

25-200 

; 33-600 

: 42-000 

55 

2-310 

9-240 

18-480 

27-720 ‘ 

i 36-960 

1 46-200 

60 

2-520 

10-080 

20-160 

1 

30-240 

1 40-320 

1 

j 50*400 
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Table II 

Values of W 


Maximum Rimv-nif in Inches in 24 Hours 


1 4 8 12 16 20 



1 

1 ■ 








2 

Regular channel 


1 1-04 

1*16 

1*27 



4 

unnecessary 

1 11 6 

1*37 

1*54 

1*68 



f) 

See p, 399 

104 

1-37 

1*61 

1*81 

1*98 



8 

IIG 

1*54 

1*81 

2*03 

2*22 



10 


1*27 

1 *08 

1-98 

2-22 

2-42 



12 


1-.87 

1*81 

2*12 

2 38 

2*60 



1 4 


r4G 

1*92 

2*20 

2^)4 

2-7!) 

Slope 

is 


10 


1*54 

2*03 

2*38 

2-G7 

2*92 

Area 

. 18 


I'Gl 

2*12 

2*50 

2-80 

30G 

1 % 

20 

22 


1-G8 

2*22 

2*00 

2*92 

3‘20 


in 


1-74 

2*30 

2*69 

3-03 

3*33 


Acres 

24 

1-04 

1-81 

2*38 

2*80 

3-1 5 

3*44 



26 

1*07 

1-88 

2*4G 

2*89 

3-24 

3*55 



28 

110 

1-92 

2*54 

2*98 

3-.34 

3:G5 



80 

.li3 

1-98 

2*G0 

3*06 

3-44 

3*7G 



35 

1-20 

2i0 

2*79 

3*25 

3-6.5 

1 

— 


40 

45 

1-27 

1*33 

2*22 

2-32 

2*92 

3*00 

3*44 

3*60 

4*43 

4*65 

4*85 

5*08 

, Slope 

IS 


50 

1*39 

2*42 

3 20 

3*76 

4*85 

5*30 

0-.5% 


55 

1-44 

2*51 

3*33 

4-44 

5*06 

• 5*50 


60 

1*50 

2*60 

3*44 

4-65 

5*21 

5*70 



Note. —For practical use there is no advantagfe in having- this table 
carried further than one decimal place as tenths of feet are as close as 
most will come to accurate construction. 


Summary 

We now have a simple yet dependable guide to sizes for open channel 
terrace outlets. By using the column in Table II which serves the 
maximum run-off in 24 hours probable in the locality in which the 
channel is to be constructed, one may, by simply knowing the area to be 
served, read directly the width and slope which the channel should have. 
It has been decided that the depth shall be one-half of the width ; that the 
side slopes :shall be 2:1 and that the surface of the channel shall be 
sodded. All of the necessary data have been provided. 
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